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26 year-old D’Andre Camphill (right), as pictured in an undated handout photo by Peel Police. Campbell was 
tazed and shot by a police officer Monday evening at his family home in Brampton. (Submitted) 


Questions are being raised by friends and fam- 
ily members after a 26 year-old Brampton man 
was tazed and fatally shot by a police officer 
Monday night. 

The province's Special Investigations Unit 
(SIU) was called after D'Andre Campbell was 
pronounced dead inside his family home, located 
near the Bovaird Drive and Sawston Circle inter- 
section. 

Police responded to the home around 5:30 
p.m., after Campbell made a 9-1-1 call regarding 
a domestic disturbance within the property. 
What happened next is still being investigated, 
but the situation escalated to the point where two 
officers stunned Campbell, who was wielding a 
knife, twice with taser guns. An officer then shot 
him several times, according to a statement 
made by the SIU. Campbell would later succumb 
to his injuries at the scene despite efforts to re- 
vive him, Peel Police confirmed. 

The incident never should have happened, said 
Campbell's brother, Dajor, who spoke to media 


Wedding 
Birthday 


(Anniversaries 


Monday evening after the incident. 

"T don't know why this time they decided to 
shoot him," said Dajor, who said that police had 
visited the house several times in the past and 
that his brother had mental health issues, a fact 
the police should have been aware of. 

"He's the one that called them too," said Dajor. 
"How you going to come into the house and 
shoot him? That doesn't make sense." 

D'Andre's sister, Michelle, said later that sev- 
eral members of the family, including other sib- 


lings and their mother, were in the house during | 


the incident, and she was in the basement when 
she heard noises and went upstairs, only to see 
officers stunning Campbell before shooting him. 
Michelle and others, including Anthony Pow- 
ell, Campbell's best friend, said Tuesday that 
more needs to be done to boost mental health 
supports and programs to help officers under- 
stand how to deal with individuals in crisis. 
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by Alex Gregory 


A local poultry plant 
has suspended its op- 
erations after three of 
its workers were re- 
vealed to have con- 
firmed cases’. of 
COVID-19. 

Maple Leaf Foods' 
Brampton plant, lo- 
cated on Orenda 
Road, is one of two 
sites that have seen 
COVID-19 cases, the 
company said in a 
statement Wednes- 
day. 

Citing that the deci- 


-- 
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sion to close the 
Brampton plant, 
which processes fresh 
poultry, was done out 
of "an abundance of 
caution," the com- 
pany indicated it 
would all necessary 
steps to protect em- 
ployees. 

"As a major food 
company in an essen- 
tial industry, (we are) 
doing everything pos- 
sible to protect the 
health of our team 
members while pro- 


ducing the food our 
customers in North 
America and Asia 
need now more than 
ever,” the company's 
CEO, Michael Mc- 
Cain, said Wednes- 
day. 

The company, 
which also operates a 
head office on Finan- 
cial Drive in north 
Mississauga, previ- 
ously revealed earlier 
this week that a staff 
member at their 
Hamilton plant had a 
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Local poultry plant closes after confirmed COVID-19 


confirmed case of the 
virus, though it 
stressed that the em- 
ployee had not been 
present at the plant 
for two weeks before 
being tested, and that 
the plant learned of 
the case on the same 
day the employee re- 
ceived their test re- 
sults. 

The Brampton plant 
is pending a full risk 
assessment and deep 
cleaning process as 
the matter is investi- 


gated, the company 
said. "Our goal is to 
complete the investi- 
gation and the deep 
cleaning as quickly as 
reasonably possible. 
We will not begin op- 
erating again until we 
are confident that it is 
safe to return to 
work," McCain's 
statement read. 

The company has 
not revealed any addi- 
tional details about 
the employees who 
were affected, nor 
their work schedule at 
the plant, but previ- 
ously stated earlier 
this week that in- 
fected staff would re- 
main at home and 
those in close contact 
with them would need 
to self-quarantine for 
the next two weeks. 

A number of pre- 
cautionary measures 
had already been ini- 
tiated to limit any po- 
tential spread of the 
virus, including in- 
creased cleaning of 
common areas, stag- 
gered employees 


breaks and work 
shifts, social distanc- 
ing and temperature 
screening of front-line 
workers, the company 
said. 

McCain called the 
situation "unprece- 
dented," saying that 
"Maple Leaf Foods 
takes our responsibil- 
ity to feed people seri- 
ously every day of the 
year. You have my 
personal assurance 
that we stand with 
our 13,000 team 
members and with 
our customers in get- 
ting through this diffi- 
cult crisis." 

The company is one 
of the largest meat 
producers in Canada, 
making products 
under national 
brands including 
Maple Leaf, Schnei- 
ders, Mina = and 
Lightlife. In Missis- 
sauga, Maple Leaf is 
one of Peel’ biggest 
private sector em- 
ployers, with more 
than 1,000 workers as 
of 2018. 


At least two months of measures needed to flatten 
COVID-19 curve, says region’s top doc 


by Catherine Soplet 


The next two 
months will be critical 
to flatten the curve of 
COVID-19, the re- 
gion's top medical of- 
ficer told listeners in 
Mississauga during a 
telephone town _ hall 
discussion Wednes- 
day. 

Region of Peel in- 
terim medical officer 
of health Dr. 
Lawrence Loh was 
one of several partici- 
pants who spoke dur- 
ing a packed call, that 
saw Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie, service chiefs and 
city officials update 
the public on the sta- 
tus of the COVID-19 
pandemic and_ the 
city's efforts to limit 
the spread of the 
virus. 

Dr. Loh urged resi- 
dents to stay home as 
much as possible, not- 
ing that cases in Mis- 
sissauga have 
increased by 200 per 


cent or more since the 
first "tele town hall" 
meeting, and that it is 
critical for individuals 
to respect physical 
distancing guidelines 
and protect their fel- 
low neighbours. 
"Reduce the risk of 
transmission (and) 
slow the spread of dis- 
ease, to protect front 
line workers, health 


care workers and 
emergency respon- 
ders," said Loh, who 


also spoke of the im- 
pact of community 
transmission of the 
virus and the impor- 
tance of respecting re- 
strictions to avoid city 
fines. While residents 
should continue to ac- 
knowledge holidays, 
like the upcoming 
Easter weekend, they 
should focus on phone 
or virtual get-togeth- 
ers instead of physical 
interaction. 
‘Celebrate _ virtu- 
ally," said Dr. Loh. 


"Flatten the curve and 
save lives." 

It will take several 
more weeks, possibly 
as many as 12, of sus- 
tained measures be- 
fore the region and 
city can decide 
whether to relax the 
restrictions, noting 
that what the region is 
currently seeing in 
case count is based on 
a model from two 
weeks earlier, as 
March Break con- 
cluded. Loh summa- 
rized his remarks by 
saying he hope's to see 
a plateau within the 
next month, and that 
the hospital has 
enough capacity to 
handle serious cases. 

"When the case 
count falls, we'll con- 
sider how and where 
to pull back on restric- 
tions," Dr. Loh said. 

Additionally, all City 
of Mississauga- 
backed events are 
cancelled until July 3, 


councillors decided on 
Wednesday, including 
the annual Canada 
Day celebrations and 
other festivals held 
throughout the city. 
The summer events 
schedule will be re- 
evaluated in four-to- 
six weeks when more 
information is known, 
city officials said. 
Crombie also stated 
that the city is contin- 
uing to issue fines for 
the use of closed facil- 
ities, noting that two 
tickets were handed 
out to skateboarders 
who refused to follow 
the instructions of en- 
forcement officers, 
along with more than 
500 people _ being 
fined for disrespectin 
city and _ provincia 
emergency measures. 
"Stay home as much 
as possible," she said 
during the call. 
Additional details 
covered during the 
town hall acl the 


—o- 


reinstatement of sev- 
eral 100-series MiWay 
buses, including the 
103 Hurontario Ex- 
press route. The bus 
frequency and seating 
will be reviewed to en- 
sure social distancin 

of passengers, an 

safety for drivers. Ad- 
ditionally, local entre- 
preneur Mohammed 
Fakih has donated 
meals prepared by 
Paramount Fine 


Foods to frontline 
healthcare workers at 
Trillium hospitals, in- 
cluding Credit Valley 
and Queensway Hos- 
pital. In addition, up 
to a maximum of 
$10,000 in cash will 
be raised for THP 
Foundation with a so- 
cial media buck-a- 
retweet campaign and 
dollar-for-dollar do- 
nations. 
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A sense of normalcy amid chaos 
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I’m free! 

Today is my fourteenth 
and final day of lockup, as I 
came back from Scotland on 
Mar. 26 and was quaran- 
tined preemptively due to 
COVID-19. 

Now, all I have to do is get 
back to the new normal. 

What that is, I’m just 
about to find out. 

When I left for Scotland 
on Mar. 11, no one yet had 
thought our lives would pos- 
sibly change forever. My 
whole life, I had memories 
of the stories my parents 
(who lived in Scotland) told 
us about the tail end of 
World War II, the bomb- 
ings, the bomb shelters amd 
tje trauma. 

They had it tough as kids, 
and we were so fortunate to 
live our whole lives without 
anything close to what they 
went through. We came to 
Canada in 1963, and my 
parents built a life for us 
here along with my two 


brothers and sister. We have 
all grown up here in 
Canada, all have kids and 
are somewhat successful, 
and the world’s problems al- 
ways seemed so far away 
from here. 

Some close calls that come 
mind include 9/11, quite a 
few hurricanes and a vol- 
cano. All of this took place 
in America, but we always 
seemed so safe here in 
Canada. 

Our innocence left us last 
month. I was in Scotland 
when my social media feeds 
started lighting up with can- 
cellations. The most notice- 
able one for me was St. 
Patrick’s Day. I live in the 
Port Credit area, and it has 
been a staple for every local 
restaurant during the 22 
years I have been in the 
area. Of course, it was a lot 
more serious that just clos- 
ing down bars. 

My new “freedom” will in- 
clude my daily walk and 
perhaps a trip to the store 
once a week. I get it, this will 
last until we are in a posi- 
tion of comfort for our lead- 
ers to make the very tough 


decision to return to the 
new normal, but what is 
that to be? 

No one seems keen on us 
getting back together in 
large groups or even small 

roups. Is two metres or six 

eet apart the way it’s going 

to be for a while? Will all 
businesses reopen? My 
hope is yes. 

One thing I have noticed is 
that this situation is forcing 
us to get along and live to- 


gether in peace. Help those 
in need and be kind to our 
neighbors - what a great 
concept. Can we please keep 
this up when this is all over!! 

God bless all those 
stricken with the virus and 
give them a speedy recov- 
ery. We are blessed with one 
of the best medical systems 
in the world, and I give a big 
thank you to all the health 
professionals working hard 
to keep us safe and well. 


Port Credit Marina (File Photo) 


Family, friends mourn after death of Brampton man 


Continued from Pg 1 


"He was my best 
friend through 
thick and thin in 
high school," said 
Powell, who called 
the incident "unbe- 
lievable" in an on- 
line fundraiser to 
support programs 
for residents deal- 
ing with mental 
health. 

"He didn’t always 
have a mental con- 
dition... that's not 
who he was," Pow- 
ell said. "Peel Po- 
lice shouldn’t use 
that as an excuse, 
period! It was him 
going to jail that 
started the mental 
behaviour issues, 
but clearly he had 
enough sense _ to 
call police on him- 
self. He knew he 
needed help." 

Peel Police had 
previously 
launched a_ pro- 
gram to respond to 
calls for mental 
health concerns or 
crises, via the 


Digital Newspaper launch of the Mo- 


bile Crisis Rapid 
Response Team last 
month. The unit 
was formed in re- 
sponse to the rise 
in mental health- 
related occurrences 
over the past sev- 
eral years, after po- 
lice noticed an 
escalating number 
of cases dealing 
with those under- 
going mental 
health issues. In 
2015, Peel Regional 
Police had 4,488 
people appre- 
hended under the 
Mental Health Act, 
and the numbers 
climbed _ signifi- 
cantly, to 5,796 in 
2019. It is esti- 
mated that in 2017, 
the force spent 
$1,794,000 in po- 
lice salaries waiting 
in emergency 
rooms with appre- 
hended individuals. 

Peel Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah 
told an assembled 
group of politicians 
last month that the 
force hopes to di- 
vert patients from 


emergency rooms 
to ensure that they 
receive the most 
appropriate serv- 
ices they need, at 
that particular 
time. 

“The care and 
wellbeing of all cit- 
izens in the Region 
of Peel is our num- 
ber one priority,” 
said Duraiappah, 
who indicated dur- 
ing the launch of 
the team that its of- 
ficers would be 
paired with mental 
health workers who 
have the knowledge 
and skills to assess 
each situation they 
encounter. “The in- 
ception of the 
MCRRT teams en- 
sures that the pa- 
tients, family and 
friends can have a 
better piece of 
mind that their 
loved ones will be 
cared for in a 
timely and profes- 
sional manner," 
Duraiappah said at 
the time. 

The SIU said ina 
statement that the 


—o- 


case iS ongoing, 
and that it will not 
make any public 
statements until an 
investigation is 
completed. 

The online 
fundraiser can be 
found by visiting 


gofundme.com/f/1 
zomidlceo. 

Residents with 
additional informa- 
tion regarding the 
case are asked to 
call the SIU at 1- 
800-787-8529. 

- With PWN Files 
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Let’s do our part, while our leaders do theirs 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


It’s important to say 
“thank you” often, es- 
pecially for those who 
are keeping us safe in 
these difficult times. 

Ontario health offi- 


cials projected 
80,000 COVID-19 
cases and 1,600 
deaths in the province 
by the end of this 
month under current 
public health meas- 
ures and urged people 
to restrict their move- 
ments, it was an- 
nounced over the 
weekend. 

The province has re- 
ee 3,630 con- 

rmed cases and 94 
deaths, along with the 
country itself con- 
firming 14,018 con- 
firmed cases and 233 
deaths as of Apr. 5. 
This includes 274 
positive cases affect- 
ing health care work- 
ers in various 
institutions, including 
hospitals and long- 
term care on 
confirmed 
spokesman for Health 
Minister Christine El- 
liott. 

As the number of 
Coronavirus patients 
increases, there is a 


need to protect first- 
line workers. 

We are always ex- 
tremely grateful and 
very proud of our 
service providers and 
all | compassionate 
employees during the 


particular 
group includes med- 
ical personnel, jani- 
tors, security 
agencies, transporters 
and other primary 
service providers. 

As a country, we 
cannot forget that this 
particular category 
currently keeps the 
“wheels turning”, be- 
cause almost every- 
one else is expected to 
stay at home, We can 
at least provide them 
with the support they 
need. 

That being said, we 
continue to hear con- 
cerns from health 
workers about their 
safety, even if they 
deal with potential 
and real cases of 
COVID-19. At pres- 
ent, a large part of our 
success depends on 
this core of profes- 
sionals, who are at the 
forefront of this bat- 
tle. This is the time to 
provide them with 
moral and material 
support. 

We must not 
ping-pong with t a 
lives. We know that if 


they fail, everyone 
will fail. Opportuni- 
ties for our local busi- 
ness making masks, 
sanitizers and other 
essential equipment 
have opened up, and 
the government 
should do everything 
in their power to sup- 
port them. 

While both our 
prime minister and 
premiers are strug- 
gling with a next step, 
Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford blew up 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump's protection- 
ism in a strong state- 
ment: "When _ the 
cards run out, you'll 
see who's your friends 
are." Ford was speak- 
ing about Trump’s ac- 
tions that are 
influencing _ supply 
chains coming into 
Canada, particularly 
for critical personal 
protective equipment 
(PPEs) and masks. 

Alberta = Premier 
Jason Kenney said 
that reports that Pres- 
ident Trump had 
asked 3M to stop 
sending masks to 
Canada _ were 
disappointing." 
compared this limita- 
tion to the neutrality 
of the United States in 
the early years of 
World War II. 

Kenney also said the 
decision was short- 


sighted, and that the 
United States is a net 
importer of equip- 
ment needed to fight 


COVID-19. 
He added that this 
move. shows _ that 


Canada must manu- 
facture its own equip- 
ment to deal with the 
COVID-19 crisis. He 
also praised Doug 
Ford and the 
province's manufac- 
turing sector for 
preparing the equip- 
ment needed for con- 
struction. 
"Ultimately, we can- 
not expect our closest 
friends and allies to 
become _ suppliers," 
said Kenney. "I want 
to remind our Ameri- 
can friends and 


neighbors that we 
were together in im- 
portant moments of 


history, and we 
should be together an 
important moment. 

Ford and Kenney 
are basically saying 
the things Trudeau 
can't say out loud 
right now. 

But we have to do 
our part, while lead- 
ers fight for us and 
our health care is still 
operating. Staying at 
home, maintaining 
social distance, keep 
washing our hands, 
staying away from the 
lakes, parks, not hold- 
ing backyard parties 
and appreciating our 
front-line workers, 
who act selflessly, 
tirelessly and bravely, 
devoting their fami- 
lies and lives every 
day, is what’s most 
important right now. 

We can stay behind 


BRAMPTON PARKS ARE CLOSED 
BUT YOU CAN STILL ENJOY THE OUTDOORS 


ANG 


X@ BRAMPTON 


and help flatten the 
curve only because 
people like them fight 
for us every day, not 
only during critical 
social situations like 
this, but every day 
with any health prob- 
lems that we suffer. 

We are safe because 
they are there, so let’s 
say - thank you and 
God bless. 

Let's not go back to 
importing what we 
can do within our 
borders next door and 
around the globe. 
This is the time when 
we must cooperate as 
a country in the fight 
against a common 
enemy - COVID-19. 

In this situation, we 
must stand united. 


Maintain 2 metre 
physical distance 
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Criminal Behaviour and COVID-19: Part 1 


by Teresa Burgess-Ogilvie 


Not many of us 
thought we would be 


living or dying 
through a pandemic. 

If we imagine this 
unprecedented time 
as a book with 12 
chapters, then we are 
only in the second or 
third chapter. 

Every day, the news 
of more deaths and 
lack of resources 
reaches us, but also 
hope, as we hear that 
other countries are 
starting to slow the 
progress of the virus 
through lockdowns 
and countermea- 
sures. 

If we are being hon- 
est, most book end- 
ings are fairly 

redictable. What we 

ont know is the 
journey, the twists 
and turns. 

The question is, 
how does criminal 
behaviour change in 
a pope pandemic, 
and how does the 
final chapter of our 
COVID-19 story re- 
late to it? 

There are a number 
of important links 
and similarities be- 
tween public health 
and safety that allows 


us to predict the end 
of this book. 

¢ Job loss will go 
up, and personal in- 
come levels will go 
down. 

¢ As income levels 
diminish, the ability 
to pay rent or a mort- 
gage will go down, 
which may result in 
loss of housing. 

¢ Children and 
youth have an ex- 
tended break in edu- 
cation, and 
marginalized —_ stu- 
dents are likely not to 
return or return with 
additional stressors 
that inhibit their 
learning _abilities. 
Nutrition may dimin- 
ish without access to 
school meals. 

¢ Mental illness or a 
mental health inci- 
dent, caused by an 
erosion of income, 
housing, education 
and nutrition is prob- 
able. 

¢ Healthcare access 
may be diminished, 
as hospitals are deal- 
ing with an increase 
in mental and physi- 
cal demands, as well 
as individuals not 
wanting to go to the 
doctor or hospital 


from fear of contract- 
ing the virus. 

And of course, the 
healthcare system is 
still trying to also 
ary the ongoing 
Opioid and overdose 
crisis. 

¢ Child abuse and 
domestic violence 
may increase, as peo- 
ple/family members 
may be together with 
the offender for 
greater periods of 
time or offends for 
the first time from a 
combination of other 
stressors. These are 
largely underre- 
ported crimes to po- 
lice. 

¢ Fraudsters and 
scam artists prey on 
people by taking ad- 
vantage of a situa- 
tion. 

¢ Low risk neigh- 
bourhood level 
crimes like theft from 
vehicles will likely in- 
crease, even though 
more people are at 
home, because it is all 
about opportunity — 
are your car doors 
locked? 

How much impact 
each of these social 
determinants of 
criminal behaviour 


will have on our city 
depends on the pre- 
vention and mitiga- 
tion — by everyone. 

Chapter four and 
five of this story 
would see the gov- 
ernments begin to 
distribute the much- 
discussed economic 
stimulus packages to 
help with the loss of 
income. 

The Government of 
Canada will offer 
$2,000 a month for 
up to four months for 
Canadians who lose 
income due to the 
pandemic _ ,through 
the Canada Emer- 
gency Response Ben- 
efit. 

Additionally, the 
Ontario government 
will offer a one-time 

ayment to parents 
Fe ohaldren oe are 
affected by school 
and daycare closures. 
This payment will be 
$200 per child up to 
the age of 12, or $250 
if the child is consid- 
ered to have special 
needs. 

The Ontario Works 
income support pro- 
gram will also be ex- 
panded, amongst 
other initiatives. 

The City of Missis- 
sauga and Region of 
Peel along with the 
Province of Ontario 
have agreed to defer 
ee, tax pay- 
ments for 90 days to 
help with the finan- 
cial difficulties indi- 
viduals and 
businesses are facing 
as a result of the 
COVID19 pandemic, 
amongst other local 
initiatives. 

Banks are working 
with business owners 
for additional lines of 
credit. 

Landlords are of- 
fering to work with 
tenants and banks 
are offering tempo- 
rary mortgage relief. 
These are mitigation 
efforts against loss of 
housing. 

Businesses that 
rent their premises 
are encouraged to 
speak with their 
landlord or property 
manager about pay- 
ment deferral, and 
landlords are being 
encouraged to work 
with their tenants re- 
garding rent pay- 
ments including the 
utility and property 
tax deferral program. 
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Not all landlords or 
banks are so empa- 
thetic. The number of 
evictions and foreclo- 
sures will be an indi- 
cator of whether it is 
tens, hundreds or 
thousands of people 
being displaced. 

We are deep into 
the seventh chapter, 
now. Schools are 
ramping up to pro- 
vide classes, online. 
How many students 
don’t return? 

Mental health 
agencies — well, they 
were already over- 
burdened, and so I’m 
not sure what else 
they can add to their 
arsenal for mitiga- 
tion. 

Everyone has ac- 
cess to healthcare, 
but healthcare may 
not have room or 
enough equipment 
for them. 

Hospitals in other 
countries are provid- 
ing updates on re- 
quested resources to 
ensure they can meet 
the expected patient 
demand. 

Even if you’re able 
to overcome all the 
bad that a pandemic 
brings to the social 
determinants of 
criminal behaviour, 
the story isn’t over. 

Along the journey, 
we are always faced 
with the fraudsters 
and scam artists. 
Crime prevention ini- 
tiatives taken by the 
police, government 
and agencies mitigate 
the likelihood = of 
someone falling prey 
to these scams. 

On a purely positive 
note, along the jour- 
ney, we are finding 
out that with less pol- 
lution being pro- 
duced, it is having a 
positive effect on our 
physical — environ- 
ment. That good 
news is in Chapter 11. 

As a community re- 
siliency champion, I 
like to make people 
aware of the situa- 
tion, the probable 
outcomes, ways to 
prevent or mitigate 
and then finally, re- 
cover. 

All of this depends 
on your current posi- 
tion within the deter- 
minants, willingness 
to do the mitigation 
and plan smartly on 
recovery outcomes. 

COVID-19 is likely 


to show a delayed but 
possibly significant 
increase in criminal 
behaviours, depend- 
ing on how long it 
lasts. Highly depend- 
ent on a vaccine, the 
longer the pandemic 
lasts, the more busi- 
nesses that will close 
and never reopen and 
the higher the proba- 
bility that crime will 
begin to increase. 

In Chapter 12, the 
virus is being tracked 
and people can move 
about because testing 
is available but not 

et a cure (that will 
te in the next article). 

In my version, the 
damage caused by 
the eroding social de- 
terminants of crimi- 
nal behaviour are 
stopped or mitigated 
by crime prevention 
initiatives in the form 
of economic stimulus 
packages, empathetic 
landlords and 
bankers, on-line 
schools and tutoring 
assistance, tips to as- 
sist business owners, 
seniors, neighbour- 
hoods and volunteers 
all over the munici- 
palities. 

What you do to help 
people now will in- 
crease the likelihood 
of bouncing back 
faster and more 
safely later. The way 
we do it is to support 
crime prevention ini- 
tiatives. 

If you don’t know 
what you can do — 
then donate to Safe 
City Mississauga. All 
non-profits are going 
to take a big hit on 
fundraising this year, 
so go online and 
make a small (or big) 
donation. 

If you're a business 
that isn’t affected or 
has great margins — 
feel free to sponsor 
our online #Future- 
Grad campaign (sup- 
porting youth to 
graduate) or the 
#WhiteRibbon cam- 
paign (end domestic 


violence). 

To learn more 
about Safe City Mis- 
sissauga visit 


safecitymississauga.o 
n.ca. 


Teresa  Burgess- 
Ogilvie is the execu- 
tive director of Safe 
City Mississauga. 


COVID-19 


Financial relief 
measures are available 


= 
IF of Peet 


working with you 


Ia MORTGAGES AT | 5 Years 
<> [moktcace LOWEST RATE m2 


> Business Loans / Commercial Mortgage 

> Refinance / Debt Consolidation Hiring 
> Self Employed / Low Income Mortgage 
» New Immigrants No Credit Agents 
= Bad Credit / Bankruptcy Discharged 


5 Become Mortgage Agent in 1 Week ag 


BANK REFUSED? | CAN HELP! 


HARRYSAUND 647-228-1000 


Info@MajesticMortgage.ca www.MajesticMortgage.ca 


OAC, E&OE (Rates subject to change) conditions apply FSCO# 12386 
Swi ing Pool 
LAKE s A O RE & Hot Tub Service 
a= __ 909289128818 


Due to the rapid 
spread of COVID-19 
and the hasty deci- 
sions taken by gov- 
ernments around the 
world, millions of 
people have been 
trapped in other 
countries and are 
eager to return home. 

Nearly 10,000 
Canadians are re- 
ported to be stranded 
in India following the 
ban imposed by the 
Modi government on 
Mar. 22 on interna- 
tional flights to India. 

The international 
flights ban and a 21- 
day curfew by the In- 
dian government 
have forced many 
Canadians to take 
refuge at various 
places in India. 

To make their plight 
even worse, an illiter- 
ate Punjabi MLA has 
threatened violence 
against them by ac- 
cusing foreigners of 
bringing the virus to 
India and by demand- 
ing to confiscate their 
passports. 

In such cases, it was 
necessary that the 
Canadian _—_ govern- 
ment make immedi- 
ate arrangements to 
evacuate its citizens 
from India on its own. 
But even if an action 
is being taken after 
outrageous _ public 
ue it seems to 

e being taken solely 
on the basis of busi- 
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ness profits, not for 
the purpose of provid- 
ing relief to its citi- 
zens. 

At least $2,900 per 
person will _ be 
charged for one-way 
airfare from New 
Delhi to Canada. Cost 
for the _ special 
arrangements to 
travel from various 
parts of India to Delhi 
will be extra. 

And that cost can be 
estimated from the 
fact that when there 
were riots in Haryana, 
the air tickets from 
Amritsar to Delhi had 
increased to Rs 
40,000. 

en disaster 
strikes in a country, 
every country strives 
to evacuate its citizens 
from there. Germany 
has flown the world's 
largest passenger air- 
liner (A380 jet) with 
two flights (flown by 
Lufthansa Airlines) to 
evacuate more than 
750 of its citizens and 
people from other 
countries as well. 

Apart from _ this, 
countries like Japan, 
Malaysia and Ukraine 
have used special 
flights to evacuate 
their people who were 
trapped in India. Rus- 
sia is also evacuating 


its citizens from 
India. 
But after being pres- 


sured by the commu- 
nity, the Canadian 


government’s_ deci- 
sion to evacuate 
seems to solely fo- 
cused on the profit- 
making policy. 

It is also worth not- 
ing that, on one hand, 
the Canadian govern- 
ment and provinces 
are advertising to re- 
port any price-goug- 
ing activities by any 
business, but on the 
other hand, the gov- 
ernment itself is par- 
taking in such an 
activity. 

When the Trudeau 
government was 
formed in 2014, it not 
only covered the 
travel costs to bring 
25,000 Syrian 
refugees (which are 
safeguarded in other 
countries) to Canada, 
it spent $ 678 million 
(Canadian) for their 


settlement in Canada. 

But today, when its 
own citizens, who 
have been paying 
taxes for years and 
who have earned the 
right to become Cana- 
dian citizens after 
years of struggle, they 
are being viewed as a 
perfect source of busi- 
ness profit in a time of 
their plight. 

In the eyes of the 
Canadian _—govern- 
ment, are we even less 
worthy than the 
refugees from another 
country? Why is the 
Canadian _ govern- 
ment (whether it be 
the Tory government 
or the Liberals) able 
to instantly send its 
troops and aircrafts to 
other countries at the 
slightest demand of 
the U.S. government 


THE COMPASS 


HHEEKHHE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


Are Canadian Citizens Less Worthy Than Syrian Refugees? 


by Kulwinder Khehra 


during any political 
disruption in other 
countries, but cannot 
see its own Indo- 
Canadian citizens 
stranded in a hostile 
environmental and 
tan situation (en- 

angered by the ill- 
minded __ politician 
who blamed foreign- 
ers for bringing the 
virus to India and de- 
mands that the pass- 
ports of foreigners be 
confiscated) in India 
as real Canadians ina 
real threat? 

Does the Trudeau 
government see Indo- 
Canadians as mere 
votes or a rich source 
of revenue in the 
forms of International 
students or does it 
also see them as real 
Canadians? 

We must ask these 


questions to our gov- 
ernment today and 
also to our elected 
representatives. 

Today, we need to 
be assured that we are 
not only mere votes 
for our political par- 
ties, but we are also 
equal citizens of this 
country and deserv- 
ing of our govern- 
ment's help when we 
go to any corner of the 
globe, and et 
stranded there in dis- 
astrous situations. 

We are not demand- 
ing free passage as 
provided to Syrian 
refugees. We are de- 
manding fair airfare 
for those who are al- 
ready suffering 
tremendous financial 
losses. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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Updated Peel Food Bank Hours 
Novel Coronavirus COVID-19 


Did you know we have a map that helps 
people find community food programs? 


The Peel Food Map is an interactive 
web map that allows residents 
and social service agencies to 
access information about food 
programs and organizations, 
in Brampton, Caledon 

and Mississauga, sorted by 
categories and locations. 


To support residents through 
covid-19, food bank and community 
food program hours have been updated. 

Please use the food map to check updated 


hours peelregion.ca/foodmap. 
Food programs on the map include: 


e breakfast programs 
® community meal programs (soup kitchen) 
¢ food banks 


e food pantries 


The Peel Food Map is a resource supported by the Peel Hunger 
Relief Network (PHRN). 


For more information on the Peel Hunger Relief Network, please 


visit peelhungerreliefnetwork.ca. 


Please call 211 if you can’t access the online food map. 


working with you CDS-0543 20/03 
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eds.offer tent life- 
ine for travelers - ata 


Suspects arrested in assault in- 
vestigation 


April 3, 2020 


Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic and in consultation 
with the Region of Peel’s Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, the City 
of Mississauga has made the deci- 
sion to extend the closure of all its 
facilities, public counters and pro- 
grams until further notice. 


As a result, the City of Missis- 
sauga has made the difficult deci- 
sion to temporarily lay off 
approximately 2,000 part-time 
employees in non-essential serv- 
ices who work at these facilities ef- 
fective April 17, 2020. 


When facilities were first closed, 
a targeted reopening date of April 
5 was established, in alignment 
with the initial provincial directive 
for schools to reopen. To mini- 
mize the financial impact on our 
employees, the decision was first 
made to compensate part-time 
staff for their previously sched- 
uled shifts for the duration of the 
closure. 


Given Ontario’s State of Emer- 
gency has been extended and fa- 
cilities will remain closed 
indefinitely, it is no longer finan- 
cially viable for the City to main- 
tain regular staffing levels. The 
majority of lay-offs impact part- 
time employees in Community 


Services, where community cen- 
tres, libraries and cultural facili- 
ties remain closed until further 
notice. 


“This is a very difficult decision 
and certainly not one that was 
taken lightly. The City is facing 
significant financial pressures as a 
result of this pandemic and we are 
taking action to respond to the fa- 
cility closures and their impact on 
our operations. I understand the 
stress this decision will have on 
our employees. We will continue 
to be in communication with 
those impacted and have ex- 
tended our employee and family 
assistance program to all staff 
during this difficult time. As we 
move toward recovery, we look 
forward to getting back to busi- 
ness as usual as soon as possible. 
I think we are all eager to and see 
life go back to normal. The only 
way we get there and fight this 
virus is to follow the advice of our 
medical professionals and stay at 
home as much as possible,” said 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 


“When we began to adjust our 
City services and programming to 
mitigate the risks of COVID-19, 
we hoped the shutdown would be 
short lived. With the recent exten- 
sion of the Provincial Emergency, 
it seems likely that our facilities 
will be closed for some time,” said 
Janice Baker, Chief Administra- 
tive Officer and City Manager. 
“The lay-offs are a direct result of 
City program cancellations and fa- 


COVID-19 [UY ETey 


cost 


A paramedic who 
services Brampton 
and Mississauga has 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 after being 
exposed to the virus 
while at work, accord- 
ing to the Region of 
Peel. 


The exposure re- 
portedly happened 
when the paramedic 
and their partner re- 
sponded to a motor 
vehicle collision. 


“They followed all 
procedures as the pa- 
tient was transported 
to hospital”, said the 
region in an Official 
news release. “Both 
paramedics were put 
in isolation and no 
other patients, para- 
medics or staff were 
exposed Only one of 
the paramedics has 
tested positive and 
shown symptoms.” 


Peel Paramedics 
have taken several 
steps to protect para- 
medics from expo- 
sure to COVID-19 
while on calls; includ- 
ing asking bystanders 
and family members 
to leave the treatment 
area or provide them 


with a mask if they 
need to be there. 


In addition, no fam- 
ily members can be 
transported in the 
ambulance with a pa- 
tient, unless they are 
an unaccompanied 
minor, and no bags or 
personal belongings 
from the patient are 
allowed inside. 


“Thankfully, our 
paramedic is OK right 
now,” said Peter Dun- 
das, Chief of Peel 
Paramedics. 


“At the time of the 
call, the medical di- 
rection was to only 
use PPE on calls dis- 
patched with a posi- 
tive COVID-19 
screen. Last week, we 
took extra steps to 
protect our teams and 
they now wear masks 
and eye protection, in 
addition to gloves, for 
all calls.” 


Since Jan 15, there 
have been 4,038 con- 
firmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Ontario. 
1,449 cases have been 
resolved and 119 have 
resulted in death. 


In response to COVID-19, the City of Mississauga is: 


a )> deferring the stormwater 


és charge by up to 90 days 


SZ ississauca 
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Police looking 
for missing 
man 


Peel Police are looking to the 
public to help located a man who 
went missing in Mississauga late 
last month. 

40 year-old Robert Tomlin, of 
Mississauga, went missing on 
Mar. 30 in the Dundas Street and 
Cawthra Road area, representa- 
tives from 12 Division’s Criminal 
i ae Bureau said Tues- 

ay. 
Robert Tomlins is described as 
white, 5711”, 170 pounds, short 
brown hair, crooked nose, miss- 
ing lower teeth and has facial 
hair under his lower lip. He was 
last seen wearing a blue winter 
jacket and red shoes. Police say 
they are concerned for his safety. 

Residents with any information 
on Tomlin’s whereabouts are 
asked to call (905) 453-2121, ext. 
1233. 


PEEL REGIONAL 


All Peel Regional Police Divisions 


PeelPolice.ca To further assist in preventing the transmission of COVID-19, all Peel 
Regional Police Divisions are closed for non-emergency services until 
further notice. 


COV] D- 1 Q Individuals needing to report a collision, call 905-453-3311 and request to 


speak to the front desk to file a collision report. You will be asked a series of 
screening questions related to COVID-19 to ensure the safety of our 
employees, an officer will then meet you outside of the Division. 


Coronavirus 


Your patience and understanding during these times is appreciated. 


@PeelPolice To file an online report visit PeelPolice.ca/Reportlt 


Oviedo 
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Caledon teens nabbed after 
crime spree 


A pair of Caledon 
teens are under ar- 
rest in connection 
with a_ string of 
crimes dating back 
to last year, Peel Po- 
lice have revealed. 

The arrests stem 
from a series of inci- 
dents beginning in 
Dec. 2019, in which 
the two teens and 
other suspects en- 
gaged in_ several 
break-and-enters 
and car thefts in and 
around the north 
Brampton area. 

Peel Police’s Break 
and Enter Unit 
launched an_ongo- 
ing investigation 
into the thefts, 
dubbed “Project 
Skylar”, and eventu- 
ally discovered that 
a group of suspects 
were behind the 
robberies. 

The unit, in con- 
nection with Cale- 
don OPP’s Street 
Crime Unit, exe- 
cuted several search 
warrants late last 
week and arrested 


eight suspects, sev- 
eral of whom were 
underage. 

Among them was 
18 year-old Aman- 
deep Pooni, of Cale- 
don, who~ was 
charged with counts 
of possessing stolen 
property, theft, fail- 
ure to remain and 
other offenses. 
Pooni was _ previ- 
ously reported as 
missing by » = 
Peel Police ™ 
in early 
Nov. 2019. | 
He was 
later held 
for a bail 
hearing on 
Feb. 28. 

Also 
charged 
were four 
Brampton 
residents, 
several of 
whom 
were un- 
derage, 
along with 
a 17 year- 
old Cale- 
don teen, 


a 17 year-old Missis- 
sauga man and 30 
year-old Lukasz 
Bzdzikot, of no fixed 
address. 

In total, more than 
50 charges were laid 
in the investigation. 
Many of the sus- 
pects appeared in 
Brampton court to 
answer to the 
charges. 
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Students struggling to, 
find summer jobs getting 


support: Trudeau 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The benefits of the 
new Canadian Emer- 
gency Response Bene- 
fit will not be 
available to all non- 
working Canadians, 
but students will re- 
ceive support soon, 
said Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau. Most 
Si Sa tl stu- 

ents will likely bene- 
fit from this new 
version of Canada's 
Social Safety Net. 

The PM revealed 
during a Sunday press 
conference that the 
federal government is 
working on an initia- 
tive to support stu- 
dents, including those 
looking for summer 
jobs. 

"We have to do 
something for the 
youth,” Trudeau said 
during a press brief- 
ing outside his resi- 
dence at Rideau 
Cottage. Upon coming 
out of university, stu- 
dents be able to find 
projects and seek in- 


come for themselves 
this summer, and that 
the feds have a re- 
ony to help 
them. 


“We are fully aware 
of the matter,” 
Trudeau indicated 
during the briefing. 

Financial _ benefits 
are currently open for 
certain sectors, but to 
qualify for these ben- 
efits, applicants must 
earn at least $5,000 
in the last 12 months 
or in 2019 as a whole. 
In addition, the direct 
cause of their depar- 
ture from the work 


should be the COVID- 
19 epidemic. 
Although most 


Canadians who have 
lost their jobs in the 
past few weeks may 
meet these two crite- 
ria, college and uni- 
versity students do 
not necessarily have 
to fit these criteria. 
Some students do 
part-time jobs, earn- 
ing less than $ 5,000 


a year. Others work 
only in the summer, 
when their classes are 
not open, and every- 
one is on vacation. 
This means that their 
jobs were not lost due 
to the epidemic. 

Finding such a sum- 
mer vacation job in a 
largely locked-down 
country would be dif- 
ficult for such stu- 
dents. Some schools 
are already offering fi- 
nancial aid to stu- 
dents who have 
reached the edge of 
the drop-out. 

Trudeau indicated 
that more would be 
shared "in the coming 
days how we can hel 
them,” and suggeste 
that this could be 
through direct finan- 
cial aid or changes to 
Canada's summer job 
program. 

The measures will 
help Canadian Cana- 
dians between the 
ages of 15 and 30 find 
seasonal work. 


Brampton looking for foreign-trained doctors as 
COVID-19 ramps up 


by Alex Gregory 


It’s time to call on 
foreign-trained 
doctors in the fight 
against COVID-19, 
members of 
Brampton council 
said earlier this 
week, as the city 
stepped up its ef- 
forts to relieve a be- 
leaguered 
healthcare system. 

In an online press 
conference held on 
Tuesday, city coun- 


cillor Charmaine 
Williams and 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown implored 
Ontario health 
minister Christine 
Elliot to relieve 
doctors who are be- 
coming _ increas- 


ingly overburdened 
with the support of 
foreign-trained 
doctors, who may 
have professional 


qualifications but 
are unable to work 
in the healthcare 
sector. 

“There is a huge 
weight” on nurses 
and frontline health 
practitioners in 
Peel, Brown said 
during the press 
conference, which 
makes it more im- 
portant than ever to 
utilize healthcare 
professionals who 
have professional 
training but are un- 
able to currently 
practice. 

“The time to act is 
now,” Brown said 
in a letter sent to 
Elliott Tuesday, a 
copy of which was 
provided to Peel 
Weekly News. “We 
need more health 
care professionals 
on the frontlines. 


There are unem- 
ployed foreign 
trained profession- 
als living in Bramp- 
ton, Hamilton, 
Whitby and_ in 
many other cities 
and towns across 
Ontario. Let’s take 
all actions neces- 
sary to protect the 


health and safety of 
Ontarians. 
Currently, the 


province has ap- 
proximately 14,000 
doctors who are 
foreign-educated 
but unable to prac- 
tice, along with ap- 

roximately 6,000 

oreign-trained 
nurses. 

Williams _ previ- 
ously wrote a letter 
to Elliott late last 
month asking for 
the province’s aid 
removing barriers 


for foreign-trained 
doctors to help. 

The College of 
Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Ontario 
also initiated steps 
to speed up appli- 
cations from for- 
eign-trained 
doctors, via a fast- 
track program that 
gives _ short-term 
supervised license 
for those who com- 
pleted their med- 
ical exams in 
Canada within the 
past two years to 
practice anywhere 
in the province, 
provided a hospital 
and _ supervising 
physician will bring 
them onboard. 

The press confer- 
ence also included 
testimonials by for- 
eign-trained doc- 
tors who had their 


—o- 


credentials but 
were currently un- 
able to practice in 
the province, in- 
cluding a_ doctor 
who had moved to 
Canada six months 
ago from Bahrain 
and another who 
was trained in St. 
Kitts. 

The province it- 
self announced ear- 
lier this week that it 
would seek to enlist 
internationally-ed- 
ucated, retired or 
student doctors 
who can work on 
the front lines and 
have their qualifi- 
cations, via the 
launch of an online 
portal that will con- 


nect them with 
other healthcare 
providers. 


“They need rein- 
forcements to step 


up and lend a hand 
to help defeat this 
virus,” said Premier 
Doug Ford in a 
statement Tuesday. 
“Whether youre re- 
tired or in training, 
we can’t afford to 
have people with 
professional health 
care skills who 
want to help sitting 
on the sidelines 
during this crisis. 
This is a call to ac- 
tion and I encour- 
age every available 
person with health 
care experience to 
get involved.” 

Qualified health- 
care professionals 
can access the por- 
tal by visiting 
healthcloudtrial- 
master-15a4d- 
17117fe91a8.force.c 
om/matchingpor- 
tal/s/. 


As COVID-19 continues, feds face tough questions 
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by Surjit Singh Flora 


The COVID-19 
pandemic continues 
to shape life as we 
know it. 

As of Friday 
evening, the number 
of coronavirus pa- 
tients in the world 
had reached nearly 
1.5 million people 
worldwide, and the 
confirmed death toll 
has topped 83,000. 

In Canada, more 
than 18,000 con- 
firmed cases have 
been listed, along 
with 400-plus 
deaths to date. 

These figures are 
changing every 
minute, and newly- 
released projections 
by top U.S. scientists 
claim that over two 
million people could 
be affected directly 
by the virus before 
all is said and done. 

Experts believe 
that if the virus is 
conquered in the 
next two months, it 
will be a great victory 
for humanity. 

Controlling it does 


not mean eliminat- 
ing it completely, but 
rather, preventing it 
from _ propogating 
further. The reper- 
cussions of the virus 
on the world's econ- 
omy will be felt for 
many years to come. 
When the epidemic 
was limited to China, 
the leaders of many 
countries, including 
Canada, were asleep. 
They didn't even 
have any warning. 
The Chinese gov- 
ernment claimed on 
Tuesday that there 
were no new deaths 
from COVID-19, but 
this public statement 
caused immediate 
suspicion and con- 
cern from interna- 
tional media outlets 
and observers, who 
criticized the gov- 
ernment for mishan- 
dling the statistics 
and mischaracteriz- 
ing cases to make 


themselves look 
good. 
As we've seen in re- 


cent days, China will 


be affected even fur- 
ther. Besides sugges- 
tions of a second 
outbreak caused 
after the country re- 
laxed restrictions on 
its manufacturing 
sector, there also 
claims that the "han- 
tavirus", also a long- 
known illness borne 
from rodents, has 
also affected several 
individuals in the 
Yunnan province. 
The main reason 
for this is the trans- 
portation of people 
from a developing 
country. Since the 
virus spreads only 
through some kind 
of "close contact" 
with humans, ex- 
perts have been in- 
sisting on breaking 
the relationship 
from the beginning. 
With the hope of 
breaking that rela- 
tionship, the concept 
of ‘social distance' 
and ‘lock-down' has 
been put on place. 
With such hope, 
many countries have 


broken or limited 
land, water and air 
links with each 
other. 

Nature has also 
given Canada many 
new and exciting 
possibilities to es- 
cape the virus, but 
the country's gov- 
ernment could not 
take advantage of it. 
Our total population 
is below 37 million 
and its area is sec- 
ond only to Russia. 
By area, it's one of 
the largest countries 
in the world 

Its largest city, 
Toronto, has a popu- 
lation of over three 
million. In contrast, 
New York's most-af- 
flicted city, New 
York, has a popula- 
tion of 20 million, 
and China's highest- 
affluent city, Wuhan, 
has a population of 
11 million. 

Canadians are suf- 
fering today by the 
Canadian = govern- 
ment's lack of timel 
action, and those atf- 


ETOR THOR RADIO TEEM PRESENTS 


PUNJABI FOOD SEVA | 


FOR SENIOR CITIZENS & STUDENTS. 
TO 
FREE FOOD | ATTA -D 
WE NEED DONATION: OF THESE ITEMS AS' WELL 
OR ANY ASSISTANCE REGARDING —_ 


a ss y ‘bi ore 


* A RIDE, CONTACT WITH TEAM 770AM 
PUNJABI SEVA BY CALLING ON HELPLINE 


416.302.3600 


YOUR DETAILS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 


RADIO 770 AM 


Peat) VAN Pont Pe 


maIDICE OF COMMUNITY 
www.eawaZz.com 


_ WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO DISTRIBUTE FOOD BASKET TO NEEDY PEOPLE 


Jagraj Sidhu & Joti Mann 
Kulwinder Chinna 

Sodhi Nagra 

Rana Sidhu 

Charanjit Brar - 

Jagdish Grewal 


- 416.560.0005 
- 647.293.2327 
- 416.303.4444 
- 905.915.8484 
647.300.8436 
- 416.970.5005 


fected by the virus 
are increasing day by 


ay. 

The outbreak in 
China began in Dec. 
2019, and the first 
case in Canada came 
to Toronto on Jan. 
25, from Wuhan, 
China. 

The second case 
was Jan. 27, fol- 
lowed by a third case 
the following day 
and a fourth on Jan. 
31. They were all 
from China and the 
number of such 
cases was increasing 
in February. By the 
second half of Feb- 
ruary, affected indi- 
viduals had already 
started coming from 
China as well as Iran 
and Italy. 

In early March, 
sick people were 
coming to Canada 
from other coun- 
tries, but the Cana- 
dian government did 
not lockdown air 
travel with other 
countries. Every day, 
flights were coming 


in from China. 
\When asked by the 
press on Mar. 5, 
Trudeau said the 
country would not 
stop traffic to any 
country. 

On Mar. 11, the 
World Health Or- 
ganization declared 
COVID-19 an epi- 
demic, and Trudeau 
missed the mark on 
this as well. 

There was also no 
screening and quar- 
antine arrangements 
for people coming to 
Canada. 

Because of this, 
Canada is continuing 
to grapple with sup- 
ply and personnel 
challen ges as_ it 
fights to gain a han- 
dle on both the virus 
and an increasingly- 
concerned public. 

It remains to be 
seen what will spiral 
out of this, but one 
thing is for sure - 
history won’t forget 
Canada’s actions. 


Suspects nabbed 
after traffic stop 


Four suspects 
have been arrested 
after police discov- 
ered a loaded and 
modded handgun 
during a_ traffic 
stop. 

Uniformed  offi- 
cers from 11 Divi- 
sion made _ the 
arrest last Friday, 
Apr. 3, around 
11:50 a.m. in the 
Winston Churchill 
Boulevard and Ar- 
gentia Road area. 

A unit conducted 
a traffic stop on the 
suspect’s vehicle, 
and discovered the 
loaded handgun, a 
.22 calibre version, 
along with some 
ammunition. 

31 year-old Mis- 
sissauga man Jamal 
Hill was charged 
with several of- 
fences, including 
unauthorized pos- 
session of a firearm, 
careless storage of a 


weapon and posses- 
sion of a weapon for 
a dangerous pur- 
pose, among other 
charges. 

Two Brampton 
men, 21 year-old 
Tremaine Whitfield 
and 21 year-old 
Niyo Hill, were 
each charged with 
several firearms-re- 
lated charges, while 
22 year-old Jade 
Worrall, of 
Toronto, was 
charged with seven 
firearms related of- 
fences. 

The four suspects 
appeared in Bramp- 
ton court on Apr. 4 
to answer to the 
charges. 

Residents with in- 
formation regard- 
ing the arrest are 
asked to call 11 Di- 
vision at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 1133. 
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Local hospitals brace for surge via temporary units 


by Alex Gregory 


Hospitals in Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga 
are building tempo- 
rary facilities on their 
grounds as the region 
braces for a surge of 
COVID-19 patients. 

Brampton Civic 
Hospital revealed e 
new overcapacity 
tents in front of its 
main building, while 
Queensway Hospital 
unveiled a modular 
unit to handle an in- 
flux of patients in the 
days and weeks 
ahead. 

The new units ar- 
rived as Public Health 
Ontario’s top execu- 
tive, Dr. Peter Don- 
nelly, unveiled 
projections during a 
news conference that 
suggest, in a worst- 
case scenario, COVID- 
19 virus could claim 
anywhere from 3,000 
- 15,000 individuals 
in the province, and 
result in anywhere 
from 12,000-80,000 
cases within the 
month. In addition, 


the province could 
run short of intensive- 
care beds by Apr. 14 in 
such a scenario, Don- 
nelly indicated. 

The new unit at 
Queensway Hospital 
can house over 80 pa- 
tients in the hospital’s 
south parking lot, and 
is expected to be com- 
pleted by the end of 
the month. 

The hospital is also 
looking to start con- 
struction on two more 
units if they are 
needed urgently, Tril- 
lium representatives 
said earlier this week, 
which could add a 
total of 270 extra 
spaces across all three 
units. 

“To protect our 
community and our 
people, we have been 
rapidly ramping up 
our COVID-19 Pan- 
demic Response Plan 
and taking every ac- 
tion possible to ensure 
we have the resources 
available if and when 
we see a surge in de- 


mand for patient 
care,” said Trillium 
president and CEO 
Michelle DiEmanuele 
earlier this month. 
“We are urging 
everyone to please 
stay home and prac- 
tice good social dis- 
tancing — actions that 
will be ever more im- 
portant to reduce the 
numbers of patients 


needing hospital 
care.” 

Including the 
Queensway an- 


nouncement, to date 
Trillium has created 
about 650 additional 
care spaces to meet 
patient demand. 

At Brampton Civic, 
the temporary triage 
areas will provide 
extra capacity for the 
hospital’s emergency 
department if needed, 
and will triage pa- 
tients requiring emer- 
gency care due to the 
virus. 

While the hospital is 
currently managing 


capacity well, the 
management team is 
taking proactive steps 
in the event that the 
patient surge esca- 
lates, said an Osler 
spokesperson. 

“The health and 
safety of patients, 
staff, physicians, vol- 
unteers and our com- 
munity is a_ top 
priority, and in- 
creased capacity will 
enable us to continue 
to provide quality 
health care even as 


the situation evolves,” 
said the hospital’s ex- 
ecutive vice president 
of clinical operations, 
Kiki Ferrari. 

The infrastructure 
tents are generously 
provided and installed 
by GlobalMedic, a 
registered Canadian 
charity that runs ca- 
pacity-building pro- 
grams and provides 
disaster relief services 
around the world. 


Thief nabbed in stolen vehicle 


CaSe 


Investigators from 
22 Division’s Crimi- 
nal Investigation 
Bureau have ar- 
rested and charged 
a man in relation to 
a break and enter 
and stolen vehicles 
investigation that 
began in January of 
2019 in Brampton. 

On Jan. 16, police 
began an investiga- 
tion in relation to a 
stolen vehicle in the 
area of Richmead 
Road and Durango 
Drive in Brampton. 
Evidence left behind 
provided a foresic 
analysis of a sus- 
pect. 

On Apr. 2, a male 
suspect committed a 
break and enter at 
truck rental centere, 
which is located in 
the area of Main and 
Archibald Street in 
Brampton. The sus- 
pect obtained truck 
keys and committed 
the theft of a vehi- 
cle. 

On Apr. 3, around 
9:05 a.m., police at- 


tended a premise lo- 
cated in the area of 
Davand Drive and 
Derry Road East in- 
Mississauga to in- 
vestigate the theft of 
a moving truck that 
was committed by 
the suspect. 

At approximately 
4:02 p.m., the sus- 

ect committed a 

reak and enter at a 
business in the area 
of Bradco Boulevard 
and Matheson 
Boulevard East. 

At approximately 
11 p.m., the male 
suspect committed a 
break and enter at 
truck rental centere, 
also in the Main and 
Archibald Street 
area. The suspect 
obtained truck keys 
and committed the 
theft of a vehicle. 

On Apr. 4, investi- 
gators observed the 
suspect operating a 
stolen vehcile in the 
area of Rutherford 
Road and Queen 
Street. 

An attempt was 


made to stop the ve- 
hicle, but the sus- 
pect fled. The 
vehicle was later lo- 
cated in the Tre- 
leaven Drive area. 

Finally, on Apr. 5, 
2020 around 1:50 
a.m., police arrested 
and charged 22 
year-old Fernando 
Meucci, of no fixed 
address. 

Meucci was 
charged with multi- 
ple offences, includ- 
ing three counts of 
theft of a motor ve- 
hicle, two counts of 
break-and-enter, 
one count of breach- 
ing probation and 
more. 

Meucci appeared 
in Brampton court 
for a hearing on 
Apr. 5. 

Anyone with infor- 
mation is asked to 
contact investiga- 
tors at 22 Division 
Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 


2943) 


Man arrested after string 
of arsons 


A54 year-old 
Brampton man _ is 
under arrest in con- 
nection with a series 
of arsons in the city, 
police revealed 
Wednesday night. 

Investigators from 
the 21 Division Crimi- 
nal Investigations Bu- 
reau. made _ the 
announcement after 
an investigation into 
several incidents that 
took place on Apr. 5 
and 6. 


Fire crews discov- 
ered that several 
garbage cans had 
been set alight near 
bus shelters in the 
Steeles Avenue and 
Tomken Road area, 
and an investigation 
was — subsequently 
launched. 

Officers later ar- 
rested Mahan 
Chhoker, of no given 
address, who was 
charged with five 
counts of arson, two 


counts of failing to 
comply with a proba- 
tion order and two 
counts of breaching 
his release condi- 
tions. 

Chhoker appeared 
in Brampton court on 
Apr. 8 to answer to 
the charges. 

Residents who have 
any additional infor- 
mation the incidents 
are asked to call Peel 
Police at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2133. 
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News BUSINESS 


Local charity endorses federal food insecurity initiative 


Alocal — charity 
committed to ad- 
dressing food inse- 
curity has given the 
thumbs-up to a fed- 
eral announcement 
on additional fund- 
ing to meet the 
needs of vulnerable 
Canadians. 

The Maple Leaf 
Centre for Action 
on Food Security 


spoke out on Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s an- 
nouncement last 
week of a $100 mil- 
lion boost to sup- 
port emergency 
food organizations 
in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

"The federal gov- 
ernment has mean- 


ingfully engaged 
with, listened and 
responded to the 
needs of front-line 
emergency food or- 
ganizations who are 
struggling to meet 
surging demand as 
the COVID-19 pan- 


demic escalates," 
said the chair of the 
centre, Lynda 


Kuhn. "We laud the 


government for its 
action and ongoing 
collaboration to 
support the needs 
of all Canadians 
during this crisis, 
especially — those 
who face monu- 
mental challenges 
to feed their fami- 
lies." 

Food _ insecurity 
continues to be a 


widespread issue in 
Canada, affecting 
one in eight house- 
holds, _ including 
one in six children. 

This is not a food 
availability issue, it 
is a poverty issue, 
which _ dispropor- 
tionately impacts 
low income house- 
holds and minority 
group populations, 
said Kuhn. 

Its impact is per- 
vasive and defies 
stereotypes, with 
over 60 per cent of 
food insecure Cana- 
dians in the work- 
force, the centre 
said last week. 

“The COVID-19 
pandemic is not 
only driving a surge 
in demand, but re- 
quiring organiza- 
tions to 
significantly shift 
their services to 
support the health 
and safety of their 
clients and staff,” 


said the centre in a 
statement last 
week. 

The centre’s goal 
is to reduce food in- 
security in Canada 
by 50 per cent by 
2030, advocating 
for critical public 
policies and works 
with innovative 
food-based __ pro- 
grams that advance 
the capacity of peo- 
ple and communi- 
ties to achieve 
sustainable food se- 
curity. 

Since its incep- 
tion, Maple Leaf 
Foods has con- 
tributed a mini- 
mum of 1 per cent 
pre-tax profits an- 
nually to support 
the Centre and 
other community 
investments, __to- 
talling over $10 
million in financial 
contributions and 
gifts-in-kind. 


New COVID-19 app brings useful data to market with local support 


A digital health 
company has picked 
up some support 
close to home as it 
launches a new mo- 
bile app designed to 
generate important 
data for research 
into COVID-19. 

Toronto’s Self 
Care Catalysts re- 
vealed Tuesday that 
it has partnered 
with the Roche Data 
Science Coalition, 
led by Mississauga- 
based Roche 
Canada, to bring 
out a new product 
that helps track the 
health and symp- 
toms of participat- 
ing Canadians, in a 
bid to develop use- 
ful metrics for 
studying the virus. 

The app enables 
millions of physi- 
cally isolated Cana- 
dians to track their 


daily health and 
monitor developing 
symptoms so they 
can accurately re- 
port changes to 
frontline healthcare 
professionals. 

It also facilitates 
vital contact-tracing 
when users track in- 
teractions. 

The app guides 
Canadians on how 
to prevent infection, 
what to do if they 
believe they are in- 
fected, and how to 

rotect their mental 

ealth. It also pro- 
vides up-to-date, 
verified information 
on the status of the 
pandemic in 
Canada and respon- 
sible guidance on 
how to interpret the 
data for peace of 
mind. 

By agreeing to do- 
nate their de-identi- 


fied digital data 
(they may also use 
the app without do- 
nating), Canadians 
will be generating 
critically needed 
real-time, _large- 
scale COVID-19- 
specific data which 
will be securely 
shared with Roche’s 
Data Science Coali- 
tion. 

The Coalition col- 
laborators, as well 
as patients, clini- 
cians, infectious 
disease specialists, 
epidemiologists and 
data scientists, will 
use this data to ac- 
celerate research ef- 
forts, evaluate 
solutions and en- 
sure COVID-19 
knowledge mobi- 
lization globally. 

Self Care Cata- 
lysts, which is based 
out of Toronto, uses 


real world evidence 
research and digital 
therapeutics 
through proprietary 
digital tools inte- 
grated with external 
remote monitoring 
devices. 

"By leveraging the 
SCC team's dee 
knowledge an 
years of experience 
in patient-centered, 
real-world -  evi- 
dence research, the 
app can help im- 
prove patient out- 
comes by 
supporting patient 
behaviour to pre- 
vent the spread of 
COVID-19 — while 
collecting _ public 
health data from be- 
yond burdened 
healthcare sys- 
tems," said Grace 
Castillo-Soyao, the 
founder and execu- 
tive chair at Self 


—o- 


Care Catalysts. 

The free app is 
available now on 
the App _ Store, 
Google Play, and is 
also accessible on 
the web under the 
name "Health Sto- 


rylines". 
"The Roche Data 
Science Coalition 


believes that one 
important way in 
which the world can 
win the fight against 
COVID-19 is by 
bringing actionable 
insights to patients, 
frontline healthcare 
practitioners, sup- 
ply chains and gov- 
ernments. The Self 
Care Catalysts tool 
will bring forward 
the patient voice 
and truly activate 
this community in 
the fight against this 
pandemic," said 
Roche Canada’s 


strategic healthcare 
partner, artificial 
intelligence and dig- 
ital health, Fanny 
Sie. 

Roche Canada is 
headquartered on 
Mississauga Road 
in the northern part 
of the city, is part of 
the cluster of multi- 
national-based 
pharma companies 
that call Peel Region 
their Canadian 
home. 

The company em- 
ploys more than 
1,000 people, with 
its local pharma- 
ceuticals head office 
and medical test di- 
vision in Laval, 
Quebe. 

It is owned by 
Swiss drug giant 
Roche, the world's 
biggest biotech 
company. 
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Bird Construction celebrates milestone 
anniversary 


by Alex Gregory 


Bird’s the word. 

Mississauga’s Bird 
Construction, one of 
the country’s largest 
builders, celebrated 
its 100th anniver- 
sary earlier this 
month withthe re- 
lease of a commem- 


orative book 
charting their sto- 
ried history. 


The general con- 
tracting firm, which 
builds projects in 
various sectors and 
was one of the final 
three bidders on 
Metrolinx’s 
Hurontario LRT 
project, said earlier 
this month that it 
had passed the mile- 
stone event, having 
commenced its first 
job back on Mar. 29, 
1920. 

The company, 
which was founded 
in Moose Jaw, Sas- 
ketoon by founder 
Hubert John Bird 
and two other part- 
ners after World 
War I, grew through 
several major 
events, including the 
Great Depression, 


World War II and 
other world events 
with the support of 
long-time employ- 
ees. 

Over the ensuing 
years, the club would 
grow to include 220 
members (and three 
50-year club mem- 
bers) and the com- 
pany became a 
publicly traded 
builder with 11 of- 
fices coast-to-coast, 
handling projects in 
the commercial, in- 
stitutional, retail, 
multi-tenant _resi- 
dential, industrial, 
mining, water and 
wastewater, energy 
(including nuclear 


and renewable) and 
civil sectors. 

“Since our humble 
beginnings in 1920 
to today, the com- 
pany has persevered 
through times of 
war, economic 
downturn, natural 
disasters and health 
crises,” says presi- 
dent and CEO Teri 
McKibbon last week. 

“The key ingredi- 
ents to our contin- 
ued success remain 
our employees and 
their commitment to 
the company. 
Throughout our his- 
tory, they have con- 
tributed immensely 
to our growth by op- 


erating with = in- 
tegrity and profes- 
sionalism, creating a 
collaborative envi- 
ronment that fosters 
teamwork, collective 
stewardship and a 
robust safety cul- 
ture.” 

The company also 
inveiled a commem- 
orative book featur- 
ing 100 of its 
projects, which can 
be downloaded by 
visiting its website, 
bird.ca. 

The company is 
headquartered on 
Explorer Dr. near 
Highway 401 in 
northern  Missis- 
sauga. 


BIRD 


Re 
co 


The Region of Peel 
is accepting dona- 
tions of unopened, 
unused and unex- 
pired Personal Pro- 
tective Equipment 
(PPE) for local hos- 
pitals, as it continues 
to work together 
with local organiza- 


tions to combat 
COVID-19. 
The region said last 


week that it would 
be accepting dona- 
tions of N95 masks, 
surgical equipment 
and eye protection, 
along with monetary 
donations, to help 
support _ frontline 
workers grappling 
with the virus. 
“Many residents 
and businesses have 
contacted the Region 
looking for ways to 
help out our com- 
munity,” said Cathy 
Granger, the interim 
commissioner of 
health services for 
the region. “We will 
distribute all the 
PPE we collect to 
frontline health care 
workers at hospitals 
and long-term care 
facilities, public 


16 


ion boosts PPE 
ection campaign 


health workers, 
community service 
workers and _ shel- 
ters.” 

Donations can be 
made Monday 
through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at 10 Peel 
Centre Drive in 
Brampton and 7120 
Hurontario St. in 
Mississauga. The 
Region is also ac- 
cepting monetary 
donations. 

“We need to work 
together to keep our 


frontline services 
safe,” continued 
Granger. “Offering 


our offices as drop- 
off and distribution 
points is just one 
way the Region is 
doing its part to help 
stop the spread of 
COVID-19.” 

Regional buildings 
continue to have re- 
stricted access for 
the public due to 
COVID-19. 

For more informa- 
tion on how to do- 
nate, visit 
peelregion.ca/coron- 
avirus/donations/ 
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Women Leaders in COVID-19: Seen and Unseen 


by Jessica Howard, Canadian Women’s Foundation 


Women are talking 
and Canada is listen- 


ing. 

On a daily basis, 
women leaders — par- 
ticularly those work- 
a: as chief medical 
officers — are playin 
a visible and powerfu 
role in Canada’s re- 
sponse to COVID-19. 

And, in countless 
less visible and cele- 
brated roles, women 
are leading in areas 
like frontline health- 
care, community- 
based responses, and 
the service industry. 
These are uncharted 
waters for them too. 
They're making tough 
decisions about how 
to adapt, keep them- 
selves and other peo- 
ple healthy, and 
operate with sharply 
cut budgets and re- 
sources. 

This pandemic illus- 
trates why we need to 
invest in diverse 
women’s leadership 
opportunities and em- 
power girls to reach 
their potential. 

Women remain un- 
derrepresented in for- 
mal leadership roles 


in Canada, but today 
women leaders yet 
blaze new trails for 
women’s leadership 
tomorrow. Imagine 
what they could 
achieve if we sup- 
orted them to the 
ullest, whether they 
are seen or unseen. 

While it’s definitely 
cool that women’s 
leadership — during 
COVID-19 has in- 
spired T-shirts and 
social media buzz, the 
more significant im- 
pact is that we’re see- 
ing many new role 
models emerge, par- 
ticularly in STEM 
fields. 

Research suggests 
that 86 per cent of 
women report that 
when they see more 
women in leadership, 
they are encouraged 
they can get there 
themselves. 

When it comes to in- 
stilling confidence 
and leadership skills 
in girls, mentorship 
plays a critical role, 
which is why many of 
the girls’ programs we 
fund include opportu- 
nities for girls to be 


mentored and become 
mentors themselves. 

Women and _ girls 
often count them- 
selves out as leaders 
because they don’t see 
themselves fitting the 
ae perfectly 
polished, top-down, 
all-knowing, unfeel- 
ing. But we need to 
broaden our percep- 
tion of who and what 
makes a good leader. 

The women we're 
seeing on the national 
stage during the pan- 
demic are being cele- 
brated for both their 
compassion and their 
calm under pressure. 
And the multifaceted 
examples they and 
other women leaders 
set will contribute to a 
more inclusive vision 
of leadership: one that 
is collaborative, 
champions diversity, 
and is about “power 
with”, rather than 
“power over.” 

When women are 
involved in decision- 
making at the highest 
levels, they are in a 
position to bring a 
stronger gender lens 
to the process. 


Given the many gen- 
dered impacts of 
COVID-19 — includin 
increased unpai 
work and childcare, 
economic stress, risk 
of gender-based vio- 
lence, and lack of ac- 
cess to services — it’s 
important that 
women leaders play 
key roles in the man- 


agement of and recov- 
ery from the 
pandemic. 


The Government of 
Canada recently an- 
nounced aid of “up to 
$50 million to 
women’s shelters and 
sexual assault centres 
in order to help with 
their capacity to man- 
age or prevent an out- 


break in their 
facilities.” 
The Canadian 


Women’s Foundation 
is serving as a partner 
to help get those funds 
to organizations that 
need it. This is a good 
example of a pan- 
demic response with a 
gender lens. 

Women are a signif- 
icant portion of the es- 
sential workers we’re 
reliant on: retail and 


grocery workers, 
cleaners, nurses, per- 
sonal care workers, 
crisis line responders, 
shelter workers, and 
more. Women in 
these roles are highly 
diverse and are often 
racialized, newcom- 
ers, and/or lacking 
full citizenship status. 

Their hidden leader- 
ship contributions 
don’t always make the 
news, but they are es- 
sential to our public 
health response. 

We need to priori- 
tize their well-being as 
we weather this 
storm. We can’t do it 
without them. 

The reality is that 
these feminized and 
racialized sectors are 
marred by low com- 

ensation and bene- 

its and minimal 
additional supports. 

For example, just 
think of what afford- 
able universal child- 
care would mean for 
women cleaners and 
maintenance workers 
and to all of us who 
rely on them right 
now. 

As we celebrate the 


efforts of women lead- 
ers who make the 
news, let’s remember 
the women leaders 
who rarely do. 

Let’s make sure we 
keep pushing for their 
fair compensation and 
social supports that 
will make a difference 
in their lives. Not a 
single individual or 
family in Canada can 
do without them right 
now. Their well-being, 
simply put, translates 
to everyone’s health 
and wellness. 

If you are able, 
please contribute to 
our Tireless Together 
Fund launched in re- 
sponse to the COVID- 
19 crisis in Canada. 
Your contribution will 
help ensure programs 
for diverse women, 
girls, and trans and 
non-binary people can 
continue through the 
pandemic and into the 
aftermath, includin 
peo rams that buil 

eadership skills and 
opportunities. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit cadwf.con- 
vio.net/donate. 


Investment company completes acquisition of Caledon course 


Caledon _ invest- 
ment firm  Lon- 
gridge Partners has 
confirmed the clos- 
ing of an agreement 
to acquire’ the 
Devil's Pulpit Golf 
Association (DPGA), 
one of the country’s 
top-ranked golf 
courses. 

In a letter sent to 
members by new 
ownership, Macken- 
zie Crawford, presi- 
dent of Longridge, 
announced the deal 
Tuesday and reiter- 
ated the company's 
commitment to the 
future. 

"Despite the cur- 
rent club closure 
and uncertainty cre- 
ated by these global 
circumstances, we 
felt strongly about 
the importance of 
continuing with this 
purchase, and help- 
ing to navigate the 


upcoming weeks 
and months, and be- 
yond." 


The purchase was 
made on behalf of a 
member-based 
group, the invest- 


ment firm said ear- 
lier this year, which 
included the chair- 
man of Longridge, 
John Clark, and 
Crawford. 

Longridge is an in- 
vestment and prop- 
erty management 
company with of- 
fices in Toronto and 
Caledon. 

The DPGA, a pri- 
vate club, operates 
two of the country's 
top-ranked golf 
courses, including 
the Devil's Pulpit, 
which opened for 
play in 1990, and 
the Devil's Paint- 
brush, which 
opened in 1992. 

Crawford said 
Tuesday that the 
company is commit- 
ted to preserving the 
stature of the DPGA 
as one of the best 
providers of excel- 
lent dual-course golf 
experiences in 
North America, also 
elaborated on their 
vision for the future, 
with a plan to offer 
members access to 
the properties for 


more than just golf. 

"We love getting 
outdoors with our 
families, and we 
know our members 
do too. Which is 
why we are commit- 
ted to investing in 
the facilities over 
the long term to cre- 
ate spaces for our 
members to enjoy," 
Crawford added. 


— = 


Other upcoming 
changes Longridge 
has hinted at in- 
clude offering mem- 
berships that appeal 
to entire families, 
considering reduced 
annual dues _ for 
spouses, and allow- 
ing entire families 
access to the club 
through a_ single 
membership. 


Se 


The investment 
firm has already 
proactively ex- 
tended the deadline 
for membership 
dues in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, 
and confirmed they 
are committed to 
applying a credit 
into next year's 
membership dues 
once the length of 


course closure is 
confirmed. 

In a letter to mem- 
bers, Crawford 
stated, "We know 
that the club will be 
an important place 
for our members 
and their friends 
and family to gather, 
exercise and get 
back outdoors. We 
can't wait for that." 
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Region mobilizing to protect vulnerable 
residents 


In response to risks 
associated with 
COVID-19, Peel Re- 
gion is mobilizing rap- 
idly to protect Peel’s 
most vulnerable resi- 
dents in its shelter 


system. 
The region = an- 
nounced last week 


that additional proto- 
cols and programs 
have been put in place 
to prevent and man- 
age the spread of 
COVID-19 in all Peel 
shelters and transi- 
tional housing facili- 
ties, and in the street 
outreach program. 
Some of the meas- 
ures include personal 
protective equipment, 
which is being pro- 
vided for shelter resi- 
dents and _- staff; 
occupancy levels 
being reduced to sup- 
port appropriate 
physical distancing 
guidelines; hotels 
being used to manage 
overflow due to re- 
duced occupancy lev- 
els; health screening 
of all residents enter- 
ing the shelters; extra 
cleaning in all facili- 
ties, including to high 
touch areas such as 
door handles, light 
switches, tables, 
chairs and railings; 
catered meals deliv- 
ered _ pre-packaged 
and through - stag- 


gered pick-up times, 
and signage with 
guidelines for self- 
protection, e.g., hand 
washing and physical 
distancing. 

In a statement, the 

region said it is con- 
tinuing to help people 
who are currently in 
the shelter system to 
find permanent hous- 
ing. 
An isolation pro- 
gram was established 
on Mar. 21 for clients 
who are being tested 
for COVID-19 or have 
risk factors for possi- 
ble exposure to the 
virus and who are un- 
sheltered or cannot 
self-isolate in specific 
facilities. 

Paramedics are also 
visiting daily, and Peel 
Public Health follows 
oe with clients by 
phone while they 
await test results in 
isolation. 

A recovery program 
for those recuperating 
from OVID-19, 
which includes med- 
ical and program sup- 
a as required, will 

egin shortly, with the 
region working with 
community partners 
to start the program 
as quickly as possible. 

Some of the com- 
mitted partners in- 
clude Services and 
Housing in the 


Province (SHIP), 
Canadian Mental 
Health Association 
(CMHA), Public 
Health, the Local 
Health Integrated 
Networks (LHINs), 
the hospitals, Para- 
medics and _ Tran- 
sHelp. 


A Street Outreach is 
operating daily and 
available through the 
Street Helpline (- 
877-848-8481), oper- 
ating Monday to 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m., and 11 a.m. to 


3 p.m. on weekends, 
and is helping to pro- 
vide homeless indi- 
viduals living on the 
streets with health 
screening, public edu- 
cation on physical dis- 
tancing and referrals 
to public health, pri- 
mary care providers 
and the isolation pro- 
gram as required. 

Homeless encamp- 
ments will remain in 
place as they aid in 
preventing COVID-19 
spread, the region 
said last week. 


‘ 7. 


“We are actively 
working with our 
partners to improve 
access to washrooms, 
showers, laundry and 
food for the street 
homeless and new so- 
lutions will be in 
place,” a sl paged an 
son from the region 
said. 

“We have reached 
out to housing 
providers on how to 
mitigate their risks, 
including cleaning 
guidelines, closing of 
common areas, hold- 


ing virtual board 
meetings, and on how 
to support all tenants 
such as accommodat- 
ing late payments or 
alternate = arrange- 
ments, not charging 
late fees, and post- 
poning evictions as 
per provincial direc- 
tion.” 

For more informa- 
tion regarding the 
program, visit peelre- 
gion.ca/coron- 
avirus/housing. 


HELP US HELP ONTARIO 
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Red Eyes, Take Warning - New COVID-19 Symptom? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Red eyes or eye- 
sight may also be an 
uncommon = symp- 
tom of COVID-19 
according to new 
studies. 


The American 
Academy of Ophthal- 
mology advised 


health care workers 
in a report earlier 
this month _ that 
when caring for 
COVID-19 patients, 
they are wearing eye- 
goggles in addition 
to their standard 
masks, after noticing 
that those affected by 
the virus exhibit con- 
junctivitis in their 
eyes. The report sug- 
gests that red eyes 
are also an unusual 
symptom associated 
“ COVID-19. 
ommon — symp- 
toms of COVID-19 
listed by Health 
Canada, the USS. 
Center for Disease 
Control and_ the 
World Health Organ- 


ization have included 


fever, shortness of 


breath, dry cough, 
and tiredness. 

Other symptoms 
include body break- 
down, body aches, 
nausea, and _ sore 
throat, diarrhea, and 
runny nose. A 

There is evidence 
that the initial symp- 
toms of COVID-19 
may be noticeable by 
the lack of ability to 
smell or taste, which 
may appear in indi- 
viduals who do not 
have other symp- 
toms. 

According to a new 
study published in 
the New England 
Journal of Medicine, 
data from 1,099 pa- 
tients admitted to 
Chinese hospitals re- 
vealed that 0.8 per 
cent felt eyes ache, 
pain, etc. Another 
study found that out 
of 3% patients admit- 
ted to the hospital 


from Hubei 
Province, dozens had 
symptoms similar to 
eye irritation. 

It was also found 
that in eight of the 12 
pe whose 

ealth was critical 
and those with se- 
vere pneumonia, 
these symptoms 
were more _ pro- 
nounced. 

If you are facing 
any of symptoms or 
not, follow the rec- 
ommendation of 
health care officials. 

Face masks and 
gloves are the com- 
mon sights in gro- 
cery stores right now 
- but a single doctor 
has warned putting 
on gloves to do your 
own grocery shop 
might be carrying 
out more harm than 
great. 

An Indian surgeon, 
who posts as Dr. 
Karan Raj on social 
media, submitted a 


video to “explain why 
you don't require to 
wear gloves when- 
ever you go out,” 
since people look to 
consider steps to 
protect by them- 
selves against coron- 
avirus. 

Wearing a set of 
medical gloves, Raj 
utilizes a pen in their 
hand, showing just 
how germs can accu- 
mulate after you 
touch things such as 
baskets, trolleys, and 
self-service checkout 
machines that have 
been utilized by 
other shoppers. 

As you wear your 

loves on the way 

ome or during the 
day, the gloves con- 
tinue to come in con- 
tact with 
progressively more 
germs, and that you 
will quickly and un- 
knowingly cause 
greater risk to your- 
self or others when 


you touch other ma- 
terials like your 
phone. 

“Your glove could 
be full of germs than 
our hand could 

ave been if you had 
washed every time," 
Raj said. 

"Remember, with 
these same gloves 
will be touching your 
face, he may acci- 
dentally feel your 
[face] transferring 
the germs to your- 
self. Then, if you are 
changing our 
poy you could be 

asically touching 
the glove itself. 

Just wash your 
hands, be sensible, 


remain safe," Raj 
said. 

The clip gained a 
large number of 
views on __ social 
media, with one 
commentator prais- 


ing it: "Finally! I am 
trying to describe 
this to persons; 


hopefully, your vid 
can make them lis- 
ten." 

Dr. Raj also made a 
video on whether 
persons ought to be 
wearing a nose and 
mouth mask to stop 
the —spread_—_ of 
COVID-19. 

Raj said it's a good 
‘contentious topic,' 
but indicated that if 
an individual is un- 
well, work, or per- 
haps a_ healthcare 
worker, it is better to 
wear a mask to safe- 
guard _ themselves 
and others. 

Adding they are not 
an alternative to so- 
cial distancing and 
handwashing, Raj 
suggested that “we 
have to safeguard 
against the false im- 
pression of secure- 
ness that masks 
alone re peo- 
ple safe.” 


Understanding The Life Cycle of COVID-19 


by Supriya Sehgal 


We are just begin- 
ning to understand 
COVID-19. This arti- 
cle highlights some of 
the newer things we 
have discovered 
about the virus. 

This data will 
change as we con- 
tinue to research 
COVID-19, but we 
are starting to gain a 
preliminary under- 
standing of how the 
virus works. 

There are differ- 
ences between 
COVID-19 and the 
flu. For example, 
COVID-19 appears to 
be three times more 
infectious than the 
flu. It is also more 
dangerous and is ten 
times more fatal than 
the flu. 

Up to 25 per cent of 
people with COVID- 
19 don't display 
symptoms, but can 
still transmit the dis- 
ease. Infected people 
start shedding the 
virus 48 hours before 
showing any symp- 
toms. 

COVID-19 
virus is aerosolized 
and can stay in the 
air for hours. It can 
transmit from person 


to person from a 
range of six feet, so 
strict social distanc- 
ing is really impor- 
tant in preventing 
the spread of the 
virus. 

Most cases occur 
four-to-five days 
after exposure, but 
can be as long as 14- 
15 days. Most in- 
fected people develop 
symptoms after five 
days of exposure, and 
almost all people will 
develop symptoms 11 
days after exposure. 

The disease affects 
everybody, not just 
the elderly. 

Recent _ statistics 
from Los Angeles 
County show that 40 
per cent of people af- 
fected were in the 41- 
65 year age group, 39 
per cent in the 18-40 
year age group, and 
19 per cent were eld- 
erly. There are cases 
of children getting 
sick from the virus 
too. 

Pregnant women 
are also at risk, and 
infection can have 
bad outcomes for the 
baby. 

All members of so- 
ciety are affected, not 


just the elderly. 

COVID-19 can also 
cause a range of 
symptoms. Patients 
can get a sore throat, 
cough, and shortness 
of breath. Others 
may or may not de- 
velop a fever. 

You do not need to 
have a fever to de- 
velop COVID-19. Pa- 
tients may develop 
muscle aches and 
pains. Some patients 
develop abdominal 
pain and diarrhea. 
COVID-19 infection 
may also cause a loss 
of smell and possible 
changes in loss of 
taste. 

The current test 
does not pick up 
COVID-19 in all 
cases; 25 per cent of 
cases are missed by 
the test. Because the 
test misses cases, this 
can contribute to the 
spread of the disease 
as people may not be 
aware that they are 
infected. 

Everyone in the 
community has a role 
to play in preventing 
the spread of the dis- 
ease. 

Strict social dis- 
tancing is key. Even if 


a handful of people in 
the community do 
not practice social 
distancing, the dis- 
ease can spread 
through the city. 

For example, in 
South Korea, one in- 
fected person (pa- 
tient 31) was the 
source of infection 
for 5,000 people in 
the country. That is 
why it is important 
for all people to prac- 
tice strict social dis- 
tancing at all times. 

Researchers all 
over the world are 
working on_ treat- 
ments and vaccines 
for COVID-19. We 
must all work to- 
gether to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 
until then. 

Reach out to your 
local health care 
workers and_ start 
drives to get/buy 
personal protective 
equipment. Reduc- 
ing the risk of infec- 
tions for 
doctors/nurses/tech- 
nicians will help pre- 
vent the spread of the 
virus in the commu- 
nity and keep them 
healthy to help you. 
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Supriya Sehgal 
grew up in Bramp- 
ton Ontario and 
went to Queen’s 


Medical School. 

She completed her 
family practice resi- 
dency at The Univer- 
sity of Toronto, her 


internal medicine 
residency at UT 
Southwestern in 
Dallas Texas and her 
fellowship in 
rheumatology at The 
University of Penn- 
sylvania. 


All Ontarians are 
facing an unprece- 
dented set of chal- 
lenges during the 
global COVID-19 out- 
break. 

Families in particu- 
lar face additional 
pressure due to the re- 
quired closure of 
schools and most child 
care centres due to the 
potential for transmis- 
sion of COVID-19. 

Our = government 
recognizes this added 
strain on families and 
is committed to easing 
the burden for parents 
while ensuring that 
learning continues for 
children even when 
they're out of the 
physical classroom. 

As part of our Learn 
at Home initiative, we 
are reconnecting stu- 
dents with teachers 
and educational staff, 
and re-establishing 
teacher-led learning, 
including: 

- Kindergarten - 
Grade 3: five hours of 
work per 
student/week (focus 
on literacy and math) 

- Grades 4-6: five 
hours of work per stu- 
dent/week (focus on 
literacy, math, science 
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and social studies) 

- Grades 7-8: 10 
hours of work per stu- 
dent/week (focus on 
math, literacy, science 
and social studies) 

- Grades 9-12: three 
hours of work per 
course per week for 
semestered students; 
1.5 hours of work per 
course per week for 
non-semestered stu- 
dents (focus on 
achieving credits / 
completion / gradua- 
tion) 

We remain commit- 
ted to ensuring that no 
student loses their 
graduation because of 
COVID-19, and are 
ready to use any and 
all tools necessary to 
ensure our children 
continue to learn 
while at home, includ- 
ing working with 
school boards and 
schools to distribute 
laptops and/or other 
devices from schools. 

For parents, we are 
providing a one-time 
payment of $200 per 
child aged 12 years 
and under, as well as 
$250 per child aged 12 
and under with special 
needs. 

Parents who have al- 
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ready signed up for 
the Support for Par- 
ents initiative during 
previous education 
job-action are auto- 
matically signed up for 
this benefit. Parents 
looking to sign up for 
the first time can visit 
Ontario.ca/support- 
forparents. 

Finally, as part of 
our Ontario Together 
initiative to leverage 
Ontario’s manufactur- 
ing sector and part- 
nerships with the 
telecommunication 
sector, we are seeking 
innovative, low-cost 
and high-impact solu- 
tions to solve the chal- 
lenges facing some 
students across On- 
tario, including chal- 
lenges identified by 
families here in Duf- 
ferin-Caledon. 

The Ministry of Edu- 
cation has posted a 
new challenge that 
looks for learning so- 
lutions focused on: 

- Free or low-cost 
learning resources 
and supports for stu- 
dents, parents and ed- 
ucators; 

- Access to devices 
such as computers, 
tablets and portable 
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Supporting Families During COVID-19 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Wi-Fi hotspots for 
families that need the 
supports; and 

- Other ideas, goods 
or services, for exam- 
ple, to support mental 
health and students 
with special education 
needs. 

Ontario public 
schools will remain 
closed to teachers 
until Friday, May 1, 
2020, and to students 
until Monday, May 4, 
2020, to keep On- 
tario’s students safe 
from COVID-19. 

Private schools, li- 
censed child care cen- 
tres and EarlyON 


programs will also re- 


main closed, in accor- 
dance with Ontario’s 
Declaration of Emer- 


gency. 
Select centres desig- 
nated to support 
frontline doctors, 
nurses, paramedics, 
firefighters, police, 


and correctional offi- 
cers will remain open, 
including the YMCA 
Bolton Jr. Daycare 
Centre here in Duf- 
ferin-Caledon. 

As areminder, if you 
develop symptoms of 
COVID-19, including 
cough, fever, and 
breathing difficulties, 
call Telehealth at 1- 
866-797-0000 or con- 


tact your local public 
health unit. Be sure to 
mention your symp- 
toms and travel his- 
tory, including any 
countries you may 
have recently visited. 

If you need emer- 
gency medical atten- 
tion, you should call 
911 and mention any 
travel history and 
symptoms. 

My constituency of- 
fice staff and I are 
available to answer 
any questions you may 
have by phone at 1- 
800-265- 1603 or on- 
line at 
sylviajonesmpp.ca. 


Local energy provider masks major N95 mask donation 


by Alex Gregory 


Local utility 
provider Alectra an- 
nounced earlier this 
week that it will be 
making a sizable do- 
nation of N95 respira- 
tor masks to hospitals 
throughout southern 
Ontario. 

The regional elec- 
tricity giant, which 
provides power to 
over one million 
homes in the Greater 
Horseshoe Area, re- 
vealed Tuesday that 
16,800 masks were 
being shipped to hos- 
pitals to help frontline 
workers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Trillium Health 
Partners, which oper- 
ates two hospitals in 
Mississauga, will re- 
ceive some of the 
masks, along with 
hospitals in Vaughan, 
St. Catherines, 
Markham and other 
municipalities. 


The masks will be 
available for the criti- 
cal healthcare profes- 
sionals who need 
them now, said Alec- 
tra president and CEO 
Brian Bentz. 

“These workers are 
on the front lines and 
we value the effort 
and sacrifices they are 
making. We will con- 
tinue to support them 
in any way that we 
can,” Bentz said Tues- 


ay. 

The utility provider 
said in a statement 
that it will maintain 
an adequate inventory 
of N95 masks for its 
employees who re- 
quire them when 
working on the elec- 
tricity distribution 
grid. The company 
has scaled-back its 
operations to prima- 
rily respond to power 
outages and emergen- 
cies on its distribution 


system, and call cen- 
tre operations. 

“The safety of our 
employees and the 
public is always a top 
priority,” said Bentz. 
“We have ensured 
that our employees 
will have sufficient 
protective equipment 
available whenever 
and wherever they 
need it.” 

Alectra is Canada's 
biggest municipall 
owned utility, wit 
about one million cus- 
tomers, and operates 
its head office on 
Derry Road. It was 
formed in early 2017 
and was created after 
the government assets 
report by former TD 
Bank CEO Ed Clark 
urged the provincial 
Liberal government to 
help create bigger- 
scale utilities and sell 
a controlling stake in 
Hydro One. 
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ING TECH CAREERS. 
ORMING LIVES. 


sp” Apply. Train. Hired. 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? Begin your tech career by 
completing our Junior IT Analyst Program 
in only 15 weeks. 


Program is fully funded (no-cost) for accepted applicants. 


APPLY NOW! Training Starts May 2020 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
Scan for Info Important Information: 
Ae Ss. 


Contact: Jamal Brooks - 647-327-3999 or 


al s 
re aa Sheryll Smith - 416-579-1646 
- ss os i sheryll.smith@npowercanada.ca 
[a] is he =, www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Public Gatherings 
over 5 people 


TTTTh 


brampton.ca/covid19 


PROHIBITING 


people from maintaining less than a 2.0 
metre distance on public property 


PROHIBITING 


businesses to permit people to be seated 
or to be standing less than 2.0 metres apart 


PROHIBITING 


people from using City property including 
parks, dog parks, picnic shelters, sport fields, 
facilities, recreation centres and parking lots 


Non-Essential 
Businesses 


7 > 


2 BRAMPTON 


Up to $100,000 for 
individuals, $500,000 for 
corporate directors or officers 
of a corporation, $10,000,000 
for a corporation found violating 
orders issued by Brampton 
COVID-19 Emergency Measures 
By-law & Provincial Emergency 
Management and Civil 
Protection Act. 


X@ BRAMPTON 


le aye 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Guizhou Association gives major mask donation 


Local _ politicians 
pitched in Tuesday 
afternoon to help a 
local community as- 
sociation deliver a 
major shipment of 
hospital supplies to a 
Brampton hospital. 

Brampton West 
MPP Amarjot 
Sandju, Mississauga 
Centre MPP Natalia 
Kusendova and Sena- 
tor Victor Oh were 
on-hand near the 


hospital to help de- 


N 


liver a much-needed 
Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) to 
Brampton Civic Hos- 
pital, which was do- 
nated by the Guizhou 
Association of 
Canada. 

The association 
raised approximately 
22,000 medical 
gloves and 3,000 sur- 
gical masks through a 
fundraising and sup- 
ply drive, which will 
help support and pro- 


Donation 
Pnarag 


tect doctors and 
other healthcare pro- 
fessionals during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Kusendova, who 
has stepped back into 
her role as a regis- 
tered nurse to help at 
Etobicoke General 
Hospital during the 
COVID-19 crisis, said 
that the donation will 
help staff at Bramp- 
ton Civic continue to 
maintain levels of 
needed supplies as 


they wait for addi- 
tional shipments to 
arrive from abroad. 
“As a_ registered 
nurse, I know that we 
have a duty to serve 
our patients. This 
duty must be coupled 
with the duty to pro- 
tect out frontline 
staff,” Kusendova 
said Tuesday. “This 
unprecedented situa- 
tion requires un- 
precedented action 
from all of us: all lev- 


GFORCEFIELD 


els of government, 
hospital administra- 
tions, organizations, 
businesses and citi- 
zens at large.” 

Stewardship and 
careful and moni- 
tored use of PPE is a 
reality in hospitals 
today and it is impor- 
tant that local com- 
munities, businesses, 
and organizations 
come together to sup- 
port our frontline 
workers, both MPPs 
indicated during the 
handoff event, which 
was held outside the 
hospital to maintain 
distancing _regula- 
tions. 

“Our healthcare 
providers are the 
backbone of our com- 
munity,” Sandhu said 
during the delivery. 

“As direct-care staff 
go to battle with 
COVID-19, it is es- 
sential to support 
those protecting such 
a high-risk popula- 
tion. We are all in this 
fight together, but we 
must acknowledge 
what it takes to be 
successful, and the 


sacrifices caregivers 
are making every day 
to serve Ontarians. 
These frontline staff 
are the unsung he- 
roes and they deserve 
our full support as 
they continue fight- 
ing to protect our 
loved ones. 

The coming weeks 
will be critical as the 
province awaits 
awaits the delivery of 
the millions of pro- 
cured personal pro- 


tective equipment 
such as _ surgical 
masks, N95 respira- 
tors, protective 
shields, gloves, 
gowns and goggles. 
“The men = and 


women working self- 
lessly and tirelessly in 
our medical system 
deserve our recogni- 
tion and any assis- 
tance we can provide 
to them. Those on the 
frontlines of this pan- 
demic warrant 
tremendous respect 
from us all. They are 
the true heroes who 
are saving lives every 
day,” said Oh. 


Safety before sunshine: a guide to going out in Brampton 


With warmer 
weather in the fore- 
cast, it might be diffi- 
cult to stay home this 
weekend. 

Whether you're 
taking your dog for a 
walk or going for a 
run, there are some 
important rules and 
regulations, Bramp- 
tonians need to keep 
in mind to stay safe 
outdoors in response 
to COVID-19. 

All 500-plus parks 
in Brampton, play- 
grounds and other 
structures in parks, 
leash-free dog parks, 
picnic shelters, out- 
door sports facilities 
and outdoor fitness 
equipment (includ- 
ing sports fields, bas- 
ketball and tennis 
courts), recreation 
centres and _ sur- 
rounding lands, and 

arking lots at city 

acilities are closed to 


the public until fur- 
ther notice. 

While trails remain 
open at this time, 
people must remain 
two metres away 
from others (who 
don’t live in your 
home) at all times. 

Residents are also 
currently prohibited 
from being within 
two metres of one an- 
other on any public 
property, other than 
people they live with. 

This includes pro- 
hibiting businesses 
from permitting peo- 
ple to be seated less 
than two metres 
apart whether inside 
or outside the busi- 
ness. 

Organized public 
events and _ social 
gatherings such as 
parties, parades, 
weddings, communal 
services within 
places of worship of 


more than five peo- 
ple are now prohib- 
ited under the 
Emergency Manage- 
ment and Civil Pro- 
tection Act 
implemented by the 
province. 

This doesn’t apply 
to private households 
with five people, op- 
erating child care 
centres, or support- 
ing frontline feaih 
care workers and 
first responders pro- 
vided the number of 
people at each centre 
doesn’t exceed 50. 

Peel Region has 
taken even stronger 
steps to protect Peel 
residents and slow 
the spread of COVID- 
19 in the community. 

In a statement last 
week, Peel Public 
Health strongly rec- 
ommended that “all 
residents stay at 
home, leaving only 


once a week for es- 
sential reasons in- 
cluding groceries, 
medicines and med- 
ical appointments. 
Daily exercise should 
be done alone or with 
one family member, 
or to exercise a pet.” 

Residents are en- 
couraged to respect 
those working in es- 
sential services and 
businesses, who 
must be out in the 
community at this 
time. 

Penalties are also in 
place for those who 
aren’t following the 
rules. 

On Mar. 31, Mayor 
Patrick Brown signed 
the Brampton 
COVID-19 Emer- 
gency Measures By- 
law to help protect 
the health and safety 
of residents. 

Under this new by- 
law, individuals can 
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be fined a minimum 
of $500 and a maxi- 
mum of up_ to 
$100,000 for each 
offence for not ad- 
hering to physical 
distancing measures. 

Residents are asked 
to call 311 to report 
non-compliance. In- 


dividuals are encour- 
aged to respect those 
working in essential 
services, who must 
be out in the commu- 
nity at this time. 

For more informa- 
tion and updates, vis- 
itbrampton.ca/covid 
19. 
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Emergency child care centres open to support 
frontline workers 


Health workers on 
the frontlines will 
have a safe place to 
take their children for 
childcare as they con- 
tinue to deal with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, 
the Region of Peel an- 
nounced last week. 

The region an- 
nounced a new initia- 
tive, in partnershi 
with the province and 
licensed _ childcare 

roviders, to deliver- 

ree emergency child 
care to health care 
and frontline workers 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Located close to 
Peel hospitals, emer- 
pene child care is 

eing offered at li- 
censed centres across 
Brampton, Missis- 
sauga and Caledon. 

Some of these cen- 
tres will offer child 
care 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to 
eligible parents with 
children age 12 and 
under. 


Due to limited 
spaces, in the initial 
phase, the Region is 

rioritizing front-line 

ealth care workers 
and first responders. 

In a statement, the 
region said it will 
continue to work with 
licensed child care 
providers to expand 
the delivery of free 
emergency child care 
based on demand. 

“In partnership 
with the province, we 
are proud to support 
our residents who are 
working on the front- 
line of this pandemic 
so that they can con- 
tinue to provide es- 
sential care and 
support to those who 
need it most,” says 
Olivia Nunes, the re- 

ion’s acting director 
or Early Years and 
Child Care Services. 

“In order to meet 
the demand from our 
residents, we are in 
the process of open- 
ing additional emer- 


gency child care sites 
in Peel. We will con- 
tinue to assess and 
expand this service 
where possible.” 

The region has es- 
tablished an online 
application for eligi- 
ble families to re- 


quest 
child care. 
These applications 
will be reviewed by 
regional staff, and ap- 
plicants will receive a 
response within 72 
hours. 
Peel Public Health 


emergency 


is directing safety and 
screening processes 
in emergency _ li- 
censed child care cen- 
tres to help limit the 
spread COVID-19. 
Enhanced meas- 
ures will aim to pro- 
tect the health and 


safety of children, 
parents and staff. 
For more informa- 
tion about emergency 
child care services in 
Peel, visit peelre- 
gion.ca/coron- 
avirus/childcare/. 


Local food bank gets high-profile endorsement from Trudeau 


A Mississauga- 
based food bank 
picked up a key 
shoutout from a 
major _ politician 
last week during a 
press conference 
regarding the 
COVID-19 out- 
break. 


In a media brief- 
ing delivered last 
week, Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau 
acknowledged Seva 
Food Bank, which 
operates two loca- 
tions in the city, 
during a speech 


talking about the 


4 


strength of the Sikh 
community in 
Canada and how 
they are helping 


during the pan- 
demic. 

“Every day, Sikh 
Canadians make 
our cities and our 
neighbourhoods 

A 


stronger. And right 
now, when people 
need help most, 
you're stepping up 
once again. In 
Regina, you’re de- 
livering supplies to 
your neighbours, 
while in Missis- 
sauga, you’re do- 


nating to the Seva 
Food Bank,” said 
Trudeau. 

“It just goes to 
show that we are all 
stronger together, 
supporting each 
other. You are 
doing your part, 
and so many others 
are doing’ the 
same.” 

Seva Food Bank, 
an initiative of 
Sikhs Serving 
Canada, was estab- 
lished over 10 years 
ago, and helps to 
aid those who are 
food-insecure or 
struggling with fi- 
nancial hardship at 
two locations in 
Mississauga. 

“We would like to 
thank the Prime 
Minister for his ac- 
knowledgement, 
and his kind words 
about the Sikh 
Community,” said 
Kulvir Singh Gill, 
Chair of Sikhs 
Serving Canada. 

“We would also 
like to thank him 
and the rest of our 


elected officials 
who are working 
hard to develop 
programs and poli- 
cies to minimize 
the impact of 
COVID-19. We en- 
courage all our fel- 
low Canadians, 
elected officials 
and ‘regular’ Cana- 
dians, to continue 
to find ways to help 
our neighbours 
most in need, both 
during this time of 
crisis as well as 
into the future.” 

Each month, al- 
most 900 families 
receive over 
100,000 pounds of 
food and a variety 
of support services. 
Forty percent of 
those receiving 
food are children 
and youth. 

For more infor- 
mation or to make 
a donation, call 
Rasheeda at (905) 
361-7382, ext. 3 or 
email info@se- 
vafoodbank.com. 
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What The Important Priorities Are in Life 


by Joseph Monachino 


The current sionals, as well as forming artists. The 
COVID-19 pandemic _ truck drivers. key word is second- 
is an international I believe that soci- ary. 
tragedy. Itis difficult ety has realized that | When society at 
to have a sunny dis- the sacrifices these _ large finds it essential 
position or optimistic professionals make, _ to divert from normal 


outlook on life with 
such a horrible event 
occurring. 

There exists an 
ironic situation or a 
silver lining to all of 
this bad news. Peo- 
ple, from all walks of 
life, have found that 
the current hustle- 
and-bustle has 
slowed down, giving 
us time to contem- 
plate it. 

What have we con- 
templated? We can 
start with the impor- 
tant professions in 
life. Prime examples 
are First Responders, 
such as paramedics, 
police officers, and 
firefighters. The co- 
related professions 


even in the best of 
times, is invaluable. I 
feel we don’t pay 
them enough money 
or even recognition 
for their selfless serv- 
ices. 

They save lives as 
well as risk their own 
lives in their day-to- 
day work activities. 

After all this is over, 
the United Nations 
should institute an 
International Day of 
Recognition so that 
every year we can 
commemorate their 
supreme duty to the 
international com- 
munity that they 
have exhibited dur- 
ing this COVID-19 
crisis. 


everyday life, we real- 
ize how much our 
health and mental 
well-being is depend- 
ent on certain profes- 
sions more than 
others. 

When the curve 
flattens, and we re- 
turn to “normal” life, 
we may adjust our 
priorities to what are 
important (health 
and family) and not 
so important (sports 
and entertainment) 
more diligently then 
we have in the past. 

It is a sad fact that a 
devastating phenom- 
enon has to occur for 
us to contemplate 
what priorities are 
really important in 


include doctors, On the other end of _ life. 
nurses, and all other the spectrum, we And we even seem 
healthcare workers. have contemplated to put our political 


Honourable men- 
tions go to ambu- 
lance drivers and 
food industry profes- 


on the professions 
that are secondary to 
society: professional 
athletes and _per- 


differences aside dur- 
ing these _ trying 
times, which is a 
bonus occurrence. 


RVA is Growing! 


To better serve our clients within the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton area, Halton Region and Peel Region, RVA has opened 
a new space within Burlington. This office will strengthen 
RVA's presence and offers dedicated space for building closer 
relationships with our western-Ontario based clients. 


R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 


engineering e environment e infrastructure 


Find us at: 


4900 Palladium Way, Suite 200 
Burlington, Ontario L7M OW7 
Tel: 289-348-1234 


Photo © Google Earth 2020 


rvanderson.com 239-348-1234 
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by Vidya Gopaul 


What have we 
learned so far, and 
what are we contin- 
uing to learn from 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic? 

In my opinion, 
from a layman's 
perspective, it is 
just another virus 
that is running 
around wildly and 
will be over soon. 
However, from a 
philosophical point 
of view, this pan- 
demic is teaching 
us a lesson in bib- 
lical proportions. 

In the words of 
the world leaders, 
we have only one 
real invisible 
enemy and that is 
COVID-19 - the 
way they speak, it is 
worse than the 
death toll of World 
War II. 

We cannot see it 
with our naked 
eyes, touch it or 
feel it, but can only 
understand its 
presence when it 
invades our body. 
It has accom- 
plished so many 
unprecedented and 
unbelievable mile- 
stones that it would 
take a revolution to 
accomplish them 
by the world lead- 
ers. I will discuss 
all of them in sub- 
sequent issues of 
Peel Weekly News. 

For now, this 
novel Coronavirus, 
COVID-19, is 
teaching us what is 
like to be socially 
deprived. 

If three months 
ago, your govern- 
ment leaders and 
public medical offi- 
cers came to you 
and said, "I want 
you to keep a dis- 
tance of six feet 
from the next per- 
son, cannot have 
more than five peo- 
ple together, can- 
not have play dates 
and stay home all 
the time unless you 
have to buy gro- 
ceries, medicines 
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or go see a doctor 
for the foreseeable 
future," than I am 
sure you would 
have told them 
where to go - and 
not politely, either. 

Some of the terms 
used to describe 
the virus and its ef- 
fects, such as vor- 
tex, heat dome and 
tsunami, are all in 
existence, but have 
never been used 
with this frequency 
until recently. 

When was the last 
time we ever used 
the words “social 
distancing” or 
“physical distanc- 
ing” to describe our 
daily routine? 
Probably never! 

If a few months 
ago, your govern- 
ment leaders came 
to you and asked 
you to practice so- 
cial and _ physical 
distancing, you 
would have proba- 
bly cried foul and 
said something like 
this: "You can't do 
that. You are in- 
fringing on my 
rights! We are pro- 
tected by our Cana- 
dian Charter of 
Rights. This is a 
human rights viola- 
tion!" 

I am sure numer- 
ous human right 
advocates would 
have taken matters 
into their own 
hands. In addition, 
I am _ sure you 
would have taken 
the government all 
the way to the 
Supreme Court. 

Yet, here we are, 
in the 21st century, 
and we are being 
asked to do so and 
nobody is challeng- 
ing the govern- 
ment. What made 
us obey such rules? 

An imperceptible 
virus has funda- 
mentally changed 
our society for the 
foreseeable future! 

Not long ago, On- 
tario Premier Doug 
Ford mandated 


—e— 


that there should 
be no more than 
fifty people gather- 
ing at one time. 
Even some reli- 


gious denomina- 
tions tried to 
circumvent _ that 


rule, saying that 
they can gather 
fifty members at 
time until all the 
members are 
served. 

Ford then read- 
justed that rule, 
and now we cannot 
ather more than 
ive people. 

When only a few 
cases of COVID-19 
were announced, 
some groups felt 
they were being 
discriminated. As 
well, from our 
Canadian Prime 
Minister, Ontario 
Premier down to 


our Toronto 
Mayor, all of them 
were using the 


word "racism" to 
describe the feel- 
ings of the public at 
large. 

When the reality 
set in, I did not see 
any mass demon- 
stration by the 
same group. Who 
stopped them? A 
virus did! 

COVID-19 has ac- 
complished many 
things that we 
would never have 
imagined in a mil- 
lion years. It has 
brought the entire 
world to its knees, 
which no human 
being or govern- 
ment could have 
succeeded. 

Imagine if, out of 
nowhere, the White 
House had ordered 
Americans to shut 
down three major 
sports- baseball, 
football and _ bas- 
ketball, their fa- 
vorite and die hard 
entertainment = - 
virtually overnight? 

Or if the Cana- 
dian government 
asked Canadians to 
stop playing their 
favorite hockey 
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games? Or if Euro- 
peans and South 
Americans were 
asked to stop play- 
ing soccer? 

I am sure there 
would have been 
violent riots in 
those countries. 
But there were not. 
The Coronavirus 
fulfilled its man- 
date and did it very 
quietly. 

How about shut- 
ting down the en- 
tire film and 
television industry? 
Who would have 
thought about 
doing such a thing? 

I am sure a lot of 
movie makers, the- 
atre owners and 
production man- 
agers would have 
been hurt. But it 
did not. The entire 
entertainment in- 
dustry all the 
around the world is 
closed without a 
hitch. The Coron- 
avirus did it with- 
out any violence. 

Or how about if 
your government 
came along and im- 
plemented a law 
saying that you 
cannot visit your 
loved ones, grand- 
parents, families 
and friends? 

You would have 
been very upset 
and yelled at your 
government with 
some very nasty 
words. But the 
Coronavirus did it, 
and no one is com- 
plaining. 

Partygoers, bar 
socialites and 
weekend celebrities 
didn’t stand a 
chance! Nor did 
those _ teenagers 
who want to have 
fun every chance 
they can get. 

I am sure there 
are parents who 
have teenagers 
and, more often 
than not, have told 
them, "Please do 
not go to the par- 
ties with your 
friends. Instead, 
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stay home do your 
homework and do 
your studies." Then 
those parents and 
teenagers would 
have had heated 
arguments, " This 
is my life... I can do 
whatever I want...” 
and so on." 

Sound familiar? 
Yes, the Coron- 
avirus stopped 
those —conversa- 
tions without any 
argument whatso- 
ever. 

Who would think 
that one day the 
entire school sys- 
tem, colleges and 
universities 
throughout the en- 
tire world would be 
closed! The Coron- 
avirus did it with- 
out any military 
power! 

If you really ana- 
lyze the entire situ- 
ation, it sounds 
that we are living 
during a caveman's 
time. We have to 
stay inside our 
house and cannot 
go out unless we 
have to work (if we 
have any), buy gro- 
ceries, seek med- 
ical services... and 
the list goes on. We 
cannot entertain 
ourselves by at- 
tending _ parties, 
bars, movies, 
sports, going to 
parties or anything 
else for an in deter- 
mine amount of 
time. 

Above all, it looks 
like we are reliving 
the era of Nazi oc- 
cupation. With the 
Emergency Meas- 
ures Act an- 
nounced by _ the 
province, we have 
been ordered to 
stay inside our 
home and would 
come to venture 
only if we are al- 
lowed to do so. 

There are already 
enforcement offi- 
cers patrolling our 
streets and issuing 
tickets for breaking 
the law, and very 


soon someone will 
go to jail. 

Our freedom has 
been quashed. Did 
we ever think that 
would happen after 
World War II? I 
think not. But 
COVID-19 did it 
without any effort! 

In a nutshell, we 
all are looking to 
our past life of a 
few months ago as 
a bygone era. We 
are creatures of so- 
cialization, and 
hence all of us are 
being deprived of 
our social activities. 

What have we 
learned or _ are 
learning? We have 
taken lot of things 
for granted for too 
long. Our ego has 
been blasted into 
pieces. One day you 
have everything, 
and the next day 
you can lose every- 
thing. 

There are certain 
values we should 
remember in this 
time. Discipline, 
humbleness, shar- 
ing, living within 
our means, not ar- 
guing if we don't 
have to, being 
happy with very lit- 
tle, being content 
with what we have, 
not being material- 
istic, and many 
others. 

The ideas of pos- 
sessiveness - that 
is, "Me, me, me 
first..." has always 
been a mindset of 
humankind, but 
this pandemic is 
forcing us to relin- 
quish that mindset. 

This is just the tip 
of the iceberg! 
There are more un- 
precedented events 
to come. 

Folks, just sit 
back and reflect 
what was lifelike 
before COVID-19 
and what is hap- 
pening now. It will 
truly open your 
eyes! 


What an amazing 
thing that has devel- 
oped through this 
whole COVID-19 situ- 
ation is that we see our 
front-line helpers. 

They have always 
been there, but we are 
so used to them doing 
what they do, we 
didn’t notice them. 

Now that they are so 
present in what we are 
going through, we 
need to recognize 
them. 

I love the different 
commercials honour- 
ing frontline workers, 
especially the Subaru 
Canada commercial 
that took the time to 
forgo their own prod- 
uct to spend time and 
money thanking our 
hard-working _ front- 
line workers. 

I notice so many dif- 
ferent companies tak- 
ing time to spread 
hope through the com- 
munity to tell us they 
are there for us. 

Of course, Captain 
Obvious is there and 
just relaxing as he self- 
isolates. Take the time 
to see how many com- 
mercials you can catch 
that are different 
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nowadays. 

Thank you yo the 
medical community — 
front line, technical, 
research, cleaners and 
admin lines. 

All of them build the 
community, and are 
working to better what 
we are going through. 
Thank you for our 
health care history. 
Thank our govern- 
ment for ensuring we 
have free health care. 

Thank you to the city 
and its community — 
mayors, police, fire- 
fighters, city officers, 
garbage truck opera- 
tors, transit drivers, 
teachers and educa- 
tors, city maintenance 
and all the wonderful 
seen and unseen peo- 
ple keeping our city 
working and going at 
this time. 

Thank you to the 
government, both 
provincial and federal 
— our prime minister 
and our premier, who 
appear every day to 
show us they care, the 
different government 
organizations and de- 
partments who are 
working so hard to 
help the population in 
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so many different 
ways, rail and street 
transits, postal work- 
ers, and the way our 
government is stand- 
ing as a country. 
Thank you to the 
telecommunication 
community — newspa- 
pers, radio and televi- 
sion, and all its 
workers in front and 
behind the written 
words, camera and 
microphone — they 
keep us informed and 
alive every day with 
their stories, both seri- 
ous and humorous. 
We also have the in- 
ternet, which is so im- 
mense and is being 
used in a wonderful 
way of connection to 
our friends and family. 
Thank you to the es- 
sential workers who 
are keeping us going 
beyond the normal. 
They are the restau- 
rants, garages, stores, 
cabs, food deliveries, 
truckers, financial in- 
stitutions, pharmacies, 
grocery stores, con- 
struction workers, and 
the volunteers in so 
many organizations. 
Seniors — we all will 
be there in our life- 
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Health and Wellness - We See You 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


time. They are a part 
of our society. Some 
are healthy enough to 
be part of the general 
population, and some 
will be in some sort of 
retirement housing. 
No matter, they are 
part of our family 
structure and are im- 
portant. 

Now we are seeing 
them as being the 
most vulnerable. They 
are the largest per- 
centage of the number 
of COVID-19 deaths. 

How many of us 
don’t take the time to 


see our older genera- 
tion as important? 
Now they are the most 
vulnerable and show- 
ing how relevant the 
aged are. 

If you know of some- 
one who is older, show 
them you care. Some 
day that could and will 
be you. 

If nothing else, this 
virus is showing us 
who is there with a 
helping hand without 
needing to be recog- 
nized each time. 

Recognize them and 
their contributions to 


= 


our everyday life. See 
them! They are going 
beyond their own 
safety, even if they 
have plastic shields 
surrounding them 
and/or wearing 
masks. They can’t al- 
ways keep a two-metre 
distance like we can. 

So, until the COVID- 
19 pandemic is over 
and dealt with, see and 
be grateful for who 
they all are and what 
they are doing silently 
for all of us. 


A Poem for Frontline Workers and Doctors 


by Surjit Singh Flora 
Thank You! Thank You!! 
Thanks for being in the front lines, 
Fighting against the coronavirus. 
Words can't fully express the grati- 


tude. 


We have for each and every one of you. 


We couldn't get through it without 


you, 
Thanks for all you are doing for all of 
us! 
Thanks for working selflessly, 
Tirelessly, and bravely, 
Thank you for showing up every day, 
Both onsite and offsite, 
To continue keeping up your strength 
and hope. 
Thank you for keeping us all safe 
While sacrificing your families and 
lives daily. 
We all love you and pray for you all. 
You are the best, making us all so 
proud! 

Even though we can't hug you 
And shake your hand right now 
Just know that you are appreciated 

and supported. 


Stay strong, stay safe, and stay healthy. 
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Can you smell the fragrance of roses - online? 


by Jude Paul Fernandes 


As a writer, I can’t 
help but notice the 
idiosyncrasies of 
mankind, or for that 
matter, womankind 
around and about— 
walking, talking, driv- 
ing, shopping or 
eating. 

They fascinate me 
and they’re the reason 
of why I write — people 
themselves are story- 
books in motion. 

While in public tran- 
sit earlier this year, I 
noticed a young, beau- 
tiful couple. The girl 
was in her early twen- 
ties, with not a single 
line showing on her 
face because of the gra- 
dient effects of layered 
foundation. The man 
was handsome with 
just the right amount 
of frizzed-up gel to give 


him a rakish air. 
Their good looks 
complimented each 


other. Yes, of course 
they were together, but 
yet they appeared to be 
completely distant — 
not a word passed be- 
tween them as they 
feverishly typed in text 
messages... and I kept 
wondering, to whom? 

Until the revelation 
came from the youn 
woman as she snappe 
at the guy, and for the 
first time, her red lips 
screwed up in a gri- 
mace. She retorted, “I 
did not say that!” 

He looked at her, did 
not know how to possi- 
bly react in the real- 
world scenario, and 
went back to texting 
her in ‘limbo-land’, 


‘cyber-land’, or ‘la-la 


land’, for that matter. 

Who cared in that 
train? Nobody gave a 
rat’s whisker but me, 
as I realized I was the 
only one not addicted 
to my phone, laptop, 
tablet and computer 
games. 

This weekend, I de- 
cided to test myself, to 
take a determined sab- 
batical from technol- 
ogy and to put the 
penance into effect. 

This is what I did: 
The night before the 
acid test, I locked my 
po and laptop and 

oped to throw the key 
into the sea. I instead 
gave it to the Mrs. 
(who would pretend 
that she had done ex- 
actly that). 

I woke up the next 
morning reaching for 


the non-existent phone 
on the bedside table (I 
use my phone as an 
alarm). I felt the on- 
coming assaults of cold 
turkey technology (if it 
can be called that). 

Fighting off the 
symptoms, I made the 
breakfast, drank the 
coffee and ate the toast 
— all the while think- 
ing of how great the 
salty flavour and 
aroma of the butter 
that I had slathered on 
the crisp bread was. 

I was beginning to 
notice things; my five 
senses that were not 
too long ago hijacked 
by technology were be- 
ginning to rejuvenate. 
And my sixth sense; 
yes, the one that was 
on the mute button be- 
cause of the onslaught 
of technology, began to 
re-surface. 

I opened the shutters 
and peered at the 
plants outside. 

The basil was grow- 
ing in abundance, the 
mint had taken over 
the cilantro’s terrain, 
the green tomatoes 
were getting bigger on 
the wine and I noticed 
one acquiring the 
blush of nascent red. 

Good Lord! Was I 
beginning to get ex- 
cited! I opened the 
porch doors and sat in 


the garden admiring 
the butterflies, the bees 
that were hovering 
around, a couple of 
chattering robins and 
the visiting sparrows 
that will fly away in au- 
tumn. 

I closed my eyes and 
meditated and prayed 
for a while ,and broke 
out of my reverie when 
a spider mistaking my 
hand for support 
began to weave and 
spin its web. 

Throwing it on to a 
branch, I stood up and 
decided to go for a 
morning walk to the 
nearest park. There 
was a light breeze 
blowing, and it was an 
absolutely perfect day. 
One of those kinds you 
truly miss when winter 
makes her appearance. 

Twittering birds 
greeted me; a few 
squirrels looked up in 
surprise, and then 
begged for tidbits, a 
raccoon tilted its head 
to peer at me. 

There was the sound 
of silence, only broken 
with a few accents in 
animal language. Iam 
singing out aloud—all 
the songs from the 80’s 
starting with “I want to 
break-free; I want to 
break-free!” 

A couple of cackling 
ducks look annoyed, as 


I’ve probably taken 
away their spotlight. 

The branches of a 
tree bend down to nuz- 
zle my face, and I spot 
a blackberry _ tree. 
Within no time, I am 
eating the wild ripe 
sweet berries. 

A chipmunk looks at 
me, and goes on nib- 
bling the fruit, a couple 
of birds decide to join 
the feast and a hare 
makes a sudden ap- 
pearance, and disap- 
pearance. 

I move on, mindful 
of leaving the rest of 
the fruit for the animal 
kingdom, and then ina 
feeling beyond words, 
a revelatory moment 
as it were, I spot the 
bush of wild roses. 

It’s mesmerizing and 
hypnotic — colors I’ve 
never seen before os- 
cillate before my eyes. 

And as I bend down 
to sniff the fragrance of 
the roses, memories of 
my childhood _ sur- 
face—of parks and gar- 
dens, and a true love 
for nature and its Cre- 
ator. 

A teardrop falls on to 
the petal and I know 
that it’s pure escalated 


joy. 
Jude Paul Fernan- 


des is a Toronto-based 
writer of short stories. 


Life Ti ips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


gir We 


Submissions and 
questions may be 
sent to 
samjasso @yahoo.c 
om. 


Q) Hi Sam! Iama 


working woman, 
wife, mother of 
three wonderful 


children, and I also 
take care of my in- 
laws. 

I am _ so_ over- 
whelmed by all my 
responsibilities, and 
I find that I am 
starting to lose con- 
trol of some of my 
responsibilities be- 
cause I just don't 
have enough time in 


the day. This is re- 
ally annoying, since 
I've prided myself in 
the past on being 
able to manage 
everything, but now 
everything is getting 
to be too much. I re- 
ally need help; I am 
very stressed. 


A) First of all, I 
want you to know 
that you are not 
alone. There are so 
many families and 
women in the exact 
same situation. 

The first thing you 
need to do is take a 
break. You are only 
one person, and you 
can do so many 
things in one day. 

If your children 
are big enough, it's 
time for them to 
take on some of the 
tasks that are age 


appropriate. For ex- 
ample, young peo- 
ple can help put 
things away for 
cleaning, or help 
prepare meals for 
older people. 

Make a_ family 
eet a let your 
amily know how 
you feel, and how 
you need support 
and help from them. 
Most family mem- 
bers will be happy to 
support you. 

If your children 
have classes 
(though in the cur- 
rent climate, learn- 
ing is online), 
contact other par- 
ents and _ discuss 
proactive strategies 
to help both of your 
sets of children suc- 
ceed/ 

An important 
piece of the puzzle is 


—o- 


also not to overex- 
tend yourself with 
too many extracur- 
ricular activities for 
the children. 

I see this all the 
time - there are just 
too many activities, 
and this not only 
stresses out parents, 
but it also stresses 
out the children. 

You have three 
children. I’m not 
sure of their ages, 
but if they are close 
in age, see if there 
are activities that 
they can go to to- 
gether so that cuts 
down the driving 
time. Ask them what 
activity is most im- 
portant to them and 
just do that one. 

Be organized, be 
flexible and delegate 
as much as possible. 
Having no delega- 


tion is the biggest 
failure of the leader, 
and that's how the 
situation currently 
stands. 

I know that this is 
tedious at first, but 
the long-term bene- 
fits are the time it 
takes to teach / 
train someone you 
don't need to do, 
such as_ folding 
clothes and putting 
them away. 

You can do it! Just 
stop, take a breath 
and remember that 
families must rely 
on each other, so 
trust your faith and 
believe that they 
will be there to sup- 


port you. 

It's my honor to 
serve you! God 
bless! 
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CACD is a youth focus Registered Charitable Organization that is dedicated to transforming the lives of youth, ages of 10-24, 
through programming that: 


: serves their unique needs, For fu rther u pdates 2 nd 


develops leadership capabilities, and 
e fosters civic participation . P — 
more information, visit 
Over the years, CACD has offered six core programs: 

e After School Program for Middle and High School, 

e Youth Justice and Crime Prevention, WWW. Ca cd Ca nada Org. 

e Targeted High School Outreach, 

e Health Promotion, and 

e Internship Opportunity for College and University students. 


Key Projects Results: 


Black Youth Empowerment Initiative (BYE1) 
(Leadership, mentoring, Black Canadian History and Digital Literacy) 


The main challenges to be addressed are anti-Black racism, 
discrimination, racial profiling, overrepresented in the youth justice 
system, exclusion and marginalization in the school settings and in 
society. 


Achievements: (On a scale of 0 to 3 (0 = none to 3 being high)) 


Relying on their Using information to Open-mindedness and Various teamwork skills 
strengths (2.44) solve problems (2.44) Acceptance (2.63) (2.68) 


A videography approach that saw participants visiting 
key historic, cultural and heritage sites in Mississauga. 


Achievements: Of the students who were surveyed, 
the percentage of them responded to the following: 


90% revealed that the 
project provided 80% had a greater 
educational cultural experience 
improvement 


80% said the project 80% said the project 100% stated that the 
improve their improve their project enabled them 
behaviour and attitude behaviour and attitude to develop new skills 
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All facilities within city parks 
are closed to the public to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 


including: 

¢ playgrounds ¢large picnic 

‘outdoor fitness Shelters 
equipment «skateboard 

¢sport courts parks 


eleash-free zones 


For up-to-date information: mississauga.ca/coronavirus 


(311 To report any issues Medical Emergency: 911 
, or safety concerns Police: 905-453-3311 
905-615-4311 outside Mississauga 
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Streaming Radio 24 / 7 
MUSIC 


Great music from the 
60’s through Today. 


Special Blues music nightly 
Murder Mystery’s overnight 
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Your information station 
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